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2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

ACROSS MY DESK
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

The RDFNL Board are pleased to announce
the 2026 Preferred Senior Finals Venues
pending council approval.

Thank you to all clubs who expressed an
interest in hosting this season
 
Please see below for the breakdown:
 
SENIORS
Week 1 Qualif ying & Elimination Finals – 
Saturday 22nd Sunday 23rd August

Kyneton Showgrounds - Kyneton
(Saturday) - Qualifying Final
Greenhill Reserve - Wallan (Sunday) -
Elimination Final 1
Romsey Park - Romsey (Sunday) -
Elimination Final 2

Week 2 Semi Finals – 
Saturday 29  Sunday 30th Augustth

Kyneton Showgrounds - Kyneton
(Saturday) - 2  Semi Finalnd

Gilbert Gordon - Woodend (Sunday) - 1
Semi Final

st

Week 3 Preliminary Finals – 
Saturday 5th September

Romsey Park - Romsey (Saturday) -
Preliminary Final

Week 4 Grand Finals – 
Saturday 12th September

Romsey Park - Romsey (Saturday) - Grand
Final 

The RDFNL are pleased to announce the
Junior Finals Series preferred venues for
2026. 

Thank you to all clubs who expressed an
interest in hosting this season.
 
Each year when selecting venues we take into
consideration many factors including,
parking, temporary fencing requirements,
travel to and from other venues, surface
standards, facilities, committee support and
sharing of the hosting over previous years. 
 
Please see below for the dates and venues
subject to council approval;
 
Week 1 Qualifying & Elimination Finals – 
Sunday 2nd August

Eric Boardman #2 (Sunbury Lions)
Romsey Park (Romsey)
Melton Rec Reserve (Melton South)
Kyneton Showgrounds (Kyneton)

Kyneton will host all netball matches 
 
Week 2 Preliminary Finals – 
Sunday 9th August

Romsey Park (Romsey)
Gilbert Gordon (Woodend)

Woodend will host all netball matches

Week 3 Grand Finals – 
Sunday 16th August

MacPherson Park (Melton)







Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

RDFNL FOOTBALL TEAMLISTS

Click  the division for match details and team lists.
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Riddell District Football Netball League



2026

RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Riddell District Football Netball League



RDFNL Senior Mens Previews

Riddell District Football Netball League

 

The most important matchup for these two
teams this season in a game that’s nearly too
close to call. Kyneton are coming off a dominant
118-point win over Lancefield where they kicked
17.23, a nice little percentage booster for them
which means if they win this game, they’ll take
over the Panthers fifth spot. Hamish Yunghanns
has been incredible since he joined Kyneton
midway through this season, this form continued
last week with 37 disposals, 11 clearances and 183
ranking points. Alongside him was Isaac Barassi
with 36 disposals, 9 clearances and 177 ranking
points. One thing we can’t ignore is Kyneton’s
record on their home deck, they’ve only had two
losses this year to Diggers and Wallan who are
arguably the competitions two best teams.
They’ll probably be going into this one as
favourites due to their home advantage, but we
can’t ignore how good Melton South’s last half of
the season has been and a massive challenge
awaits. It really is incredible what Melton South
did last week knock off the undefeated Wallan
who no one has really come close to this season.
It was a 14-point gritty win on their home deck
where they haven’t lost on since round 1 to
Diggers Rest. Blake Souter put in a match winning
performance with 40 disposals, 12 clearances
and 198 ranking points. Alongside him was Sam
Darlye with 39 disposals, 6 marks and 166 ranking
points. Being able to contain Wallan’s elite
players was what won them the game, players
such as Lachlan Smart and Chris Stewart had
sub-par games due to South’s relentlessness and
gameplan. This game’s so hard to call but I’m
taking Kyneton here only due to their home
advantage.
Prediction- Kyneton by 2 points

2026

By Seth Cornish

One of the biggest rivalries in the RDFNL, there’s
always fireworks when these two teams play each
other and expect nothing less in a game that will
define the top four. Diggers cruised home against
Woodend as expected, they’ll be starting to look at
playing Wallan in that first final now as that’s all
but locked in which will be a huge game. Callum
Moore had another massive game with 27
disposals, 9 goals and 186 ranking points, he needs
25 more goals including finals to kick 100 for the
season which will be interesting to see. Alongside
him was Caruana with 26 disposals, 9 clearances
and 120 ranking points. Riddell suffered a shock
loss last week to the Gisborne Giants by 16 points,
they had won 9 of their last 10 before this loss so it
kind of comes out of nowhere and raises some
question marks on where they are at. Callum
Williamson had a great game with 34 disposals, 13
clearances and 168 ranking points, alongside him
was Mark Kovacevic with 26 disposals, 57 hitouts
and 168 ranking points. Riddell dominated
clearance, but it’s clear they were pretty poor with
their ball use. They had 20 more turnovers than
their opposition including 11 more in their
forwardline. They also lost the mark count (-27)
and intercept possession count (-26). They have to
be better with the ball this week against Diggers if
they want to respond to this loss. I think basing
this game on form Diggers should get this done by
a few goals, however Riddell always love to make a
surprise so anything could happen here.
Prediction- Diggers by 18 points



RDFNL Senior Mens Previews

One team with their eyes on the prize and the other
crawling towards the finish line. Wallan had a shock
loss to Melton South last week, their first loss of the
season where their big players didn’t have their
best games and, in the end, it looked like South
wanted it more. Steven Boyall had an elite game for
his Magpies with 34 disposals, 12 clearances and 172
ranking points, alongside him was Dion Hill with 21
disposals, 7 marks and 120 ranking points.
Lancefield has had a disappointing 2026 campaign
with another heavy 119-point loss to Kyneton last
week. Walter King had another outstanding game
with 28 disposals, 11 marks and 138 ranking points,
alongside him was Tully Fattore with 23 disposals,
11 marks and 107 ranking points. Wallan need to
respond here and unfortunately, I think it will be a
tough outing for Lancefield in this one.
Prediction- Wallan by 80 points

Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

By Seth Cornish

An interesting matchup awaits us here where the
ladder doesn’t tell us the full story on how close this
might be. Melton Centrals had an outstanding 16-
point win against Romsey away from home last week
where many expected them to drop this one. Evan
Donoghue continued his stellar season with 34
disposals, 14 clearances and 182 ranking points.
Alongside him was Dylan Mcdonald with 34
disposals, 7 clearances and 166 ranking points. 

Macedon need to keep winning to hold a strong
position on the ladder come finals, they come off
the bye sitting 9-4 and are a real contender to win
the flag this year. Macedon’s best player this year
has been Blake Watson, a key young player for the
Cats averaging 32 disposals and 147 ranking points.
You also can’t forget about Charlie Rossetti’s season
averaging 16 disposals, 61 hitouts and 138 ranking
points. This game could be closer than some would
expect, but Macedon have more to play for here and
I think they’ll get this done.
Prediction- Macedon by 35 points

Two teams playing for pride here in what could be a
close game at the home of the Hawks. Woodend
probably aren’t having the season they would’ve
liked; they suffered a 62-point loss to Diggers Rest
last week and have only had 2 wins on the year so far
against Lancefield and the Giants. Marcus Stapleton
was Woodend’s best last week with 27 disposals, 7
marks and 142 ranking points, alongside him was
Daniel Toman with 35 disposals, 8 clearances and 130
ranking points. Romsey has had a positive last few
weeks beating Lancefield and coming close to both
Kyneton and Melton Centrals. They lost to Melton by
16 points last week where many expected them to
win due to their positive form. No surprises that Jack
Jedwab was Romsey’s best with 16 disposals, 7 goals
and 128 ranking points, alongside him was Matthew
Burkett with 28 disposals, 6 clearances and 128
ranking points. This one is very close to call but I
think Woodend’s home ground advantage will get
them over the line here.
Prediction- Woodend by 7 points





2026

RDFNL Senior Womens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



Riddell District Football Netball League
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Riddell District Football Netball League

RDFNL SENIOR WOMESN UPCOMING TEAMLISTS

Click the for match details and results
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Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

By Seth Cornish
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DIGGERS REST

Riddell District Football Netball League

DIGGERS REST FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
   ACKNOWLEDGE OUR VALUED SPONSOR

                    
   

 
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK LUKE AND 

             THE TEAM FROM COLDVIC
  FOR THE VALUABLE SUPPORT AND LOYAL

        COMMITMENT TO OUR CLUB IN
                        SEASON 2026.

    YOUR UNWAVERING SUPPORT IS SO
                GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Club Notes

2026



GISBORNE GIANTS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Last weekend we hosted Riddell for the first time at Macedon Ranges Sports Precinct, and what a terrific day
it was on the footy field winning all 3 matches. Our 19.5's secured a top 2 finish, our Reserves remain in the

hunt for their first finals appearance, while the seniors had arguably their best win in their short history
defeating the two time reigning premiers.

Over on the netball court there were mixed results with our D grade and B grade having wins. All 5 teams
currently sit inside the top 6 with 2 games to play.

This weekend with the bye our attention turns towards our juniors embarking on their finals campaign, good
luck!

Club Notes

2026





KYNETON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026



As seen at all RDFNL Grand
Finals in 2025!

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League



LANCEFIELD

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026

VALE TERRY O’MEARA…
Lancefield is a club that has always been built on families. One of the most

significant families in our clubs history is the O’Meara family. Sadly the patriarch of
that family, Terry O’Meara, passed away over the weekend. Terry was the father of

Ryan, Danny and Patrick who all played in premierships at Lancefield and the
grandfather of Grace, Piper & Lily, to Riley, Jake, Flynn & Amy and to Ruby, Emmy,

Nellie, & Meg. Terry was a familiar face always taking great pride in watching his
grandchildren on the football fields and netball courts. Lancefield FNC extends its

sympathies to the O’Meara family and to all the friends Terry made at our club over
so many years. Our footballers and netballers will wear black armbands on Saturday

as a tribute to Terry. 
  

WOMEN’S PRELIM FINAL…
Finals footy is coming to Lancefield! The Tigers have locked in second spot on the
ladder so will host the women’s football Preliminary Final. Clear your calendar for

Saturday August 8 after our Melton Centrals home game when our girls will take on
Riddell, in a replay of last years Preliminary Final, for a spot in the Grand Final. This
night last year was a big occasion and we can’t wait to get behind the Tiges as they

take their shot at a Grand Final spot.
 

SEPTEMBER 5 – PRESENTATION NIGHT…
Save the date for our Presentation Night for this year. Straight from the Prelim’s to

the Preso. We’re locked in at the fantastic Mount Monument winery. We’ll have
buses teed up so keep the date free for a great end of year night.



MACEDON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026





MELTON CENTRALS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026



MELTON SOUTH

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026



MOUNT ALEXANDER

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026



RIDDELL

Riddell District Football Netball League

We are stoked to announce the
launch of our new and improved

website, take a look today!

https://riddell-
fnc.myclubcms.com.au/football

A place where you will find all
club history, easy links to access
relevant websites, full team lists

and much much more!

Don't forget to save the date for
all of the events on our 2026

events calendar! 
events calendar.jpg

Club Notes

2026

As always, our club is nothing without our devoted sponsors, the support of these business' is what
keeps our club going every year. Don't forget to pay it back and support them whenever you can,

this week we feature our Platinum Sponsors for 2026!





ROMSEY

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026



WALLAN

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

2026

TAC Road Safety Round Together we aim to raise awareness about road safety. Last Saturday all
our footballers and netballers wore their TAC armbands with pride. On Thursday night we had
some invited guest speak about road safety and road trauma. #tacbandtogether @TACVictoria

@AFLVictoria





WOODEND HESKET

Riddell District Football Netball League

ROUND 16 – HOME VS ROMSEY 

Round 16 – Romsey comes to The Nest, and this one feels big. We’re deep in the
season now, finals contention is real, and every point is precious. Gilbert Gordon
needs to be rocking today, and we know our incredible supporter base is going to

deliver.
Romsey is a quality side who will push our teams hard. But playing at home, in front
of our people, with everything on the line – that’s when this club raises its game. Our

netballers and footballers are primed and ready to put on a show.
Get down to The Nest, wear your brown and gold, and make some noise! These are
the games we play the whole season for. Let’s send Romsey home empty-handed.

THANK YOU TO OUR ROUND 16 SPONSOR – SOVEREIGN FINANCIAL

A huge thank you to Sovereign Financial for sponsoring Round 16! When it comes to
financial planning, lending, and investment advice, Sovereign Financial are the

people you want in your corner. They’re proud supporters of the Woodend Hesket
Football Netball Club, and we’re proud to have them backing us. Support those who

support us!

https://sovereignfinancial.com.au/

Go Hawks!

Club Notes

2026

https://sovereignfinancial.com.au/


GISBORNEGISBORNE  
DRIVING SCHOOLDRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons before getting
your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League



RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

Connor Bills - Gisborne Giants - Making contact with an opposition players
head while they have their head over the ball - 1 Week. 

Indiana Hailes - Melton Centrals - Umpire Abuse - 1 Week
Jarryd deRose - Romsey - Striking - One Week
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2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

NETBALL MANAERS REPORT
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

The RDFNL Board are pleased to announce
the 2026 Preferred Senior Finals Venues
pending council approval.

Thank you to all clubs who expressed an
interest in hosting this season
 
Please see below for the breakdown:
 
SENIORS
Week 1 Qualifying & Elimination Finals – 
Saturday 22nd Sunday 23rd August

Kyneton Showgrounds - Kyneton
(Saturday) - Qualifying Final
Greenhill Reserve - Wallan (Sunday) -
Elimination Final 1
Romsey Park - Romsey (Sunday) -
Elimination Final 2

Week 2 Semi Finals – 
Saturday 29  Sunday 30th Augustth

Kyneton Showgrounds - Kyneton
(Saturday) - 2  Semi Finalnd

Gilbert Gordon - Woodend (Sunday) - 1
Semi Final

st

Week 3 Preliminary Finals – 
Saturday 5th September

Romsey Park - Romsey (Saturday) -
Preliminary Final

Week 4 Grand Finals – 
Saturday 12th September
Romsey Park - Romsey (Saturday) - Grand
Final 

The RDFNL are pleased to announce the
Junior Finals Series preferred venues for
2026. 

Thank you to all clubs who expressed an
interest in hosting this season.
 
Each year when selecting venues we take into
consideration many factors including,
parking, temporary fencing requirements,
travel to and from other venues, surface
standards, facilities, committee support and
sharing of the hosting over previous years. 
 
Please see below for the dates and venues
subject to council approval;
 
Week 1 Qualifying & Elimination Finals – 
Sunday 2nd August

Eric Boardman #2 (Sunbury Lions)
Romsey Park (Romsey)
Melton Rec Reserve (Melton South)
Kyneton Showgrounds (Kyneton)

Kyneton will host all netball matches 
 
Week 2 Preliminary Finals – 
Sunday 9th August

Romsey Park (Romsey)
Gilbert Gordon (Woodend)

Woodend will host all netball matches

Week 3 Grand Finals – 
Sunday 16th August

MacPherson Park (Melton)

We are so lucky to have such great netball facilities across many venues in our RDFNL
competitions. Thanks to the clubs and the councils for their on going efforts in this space.





Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

A GradeA Grade  
B GradeB Grade  

19 & Under19 & Under  
C GradeC Grade  
D GradeD Grade  

A Grade‌
B Grade‌

19 & Under‌
C Grade‌
D Grade 

RDFNL NETBALL RESULTS AND TEAM LISTS

Click  the division for match details and team lists.





RDFNL Netball Tipping

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



RDFNL Netball Previews

Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

By Grace Bibby

In terms on crucial games for both clubs this is right
up there. Lanefield are knocking on the door of the
top two while Wallan are looking to finish the year
as minor premiers currently one game clear of
Woodend Hesket.
It has been a case of two very different seasons for
these two clubs. Wallan have consistently played
with a very similar line up while Lancefield have
consistent disruption to theirs. 
A huge positive for the tigers is that their defensive
stocks have been restored with Shaid Sasalu
returning from injury and playing well last week in
their win over Kyneton. 
For Wallan they easily accounted for Melton South
who are struggling to find their best on a consistent
basis. 
The Key match ups in this event will take place
down the attacking end for Wallan. Last week the
Wallan attackers were well on top and so were the
Lancefield defence and this week they wont have it
as easy.
Shaid Sasalu will likely start on Maeve Donegan
while Bella Colladetti will have an important role to
play to limit Gen Carboon and Bridget Dods will be
crucial to stopping Konstantopoulis. 
Six fantastic players going head to head makes for
exciting viewing.
The result is like an eight point swing with their
current ladder position.

Prediction: Wallan to win in a close one and stay at
the top of the table.

Woodend Hesket made short work of Diggers Rest
last weekend and they will be eyeing off another
big win over Romsey this weekend. 
Romsey will have other ideas and they will not
have forgotten that they got the job done when
noone expected it this time last season in the
same fixture.
Romsey have been in good form of late with a big
win over Melton Centrals but the question is do
they have the power to hold off Woodend Hesket
this time around with stars across the court. 
Last week we saw Tayissa Coppinger in centre
which freed up goal defence for Jessica MArtin
who is devloping nicely under the guidance of the
starstudded defence. 
Georgia Bowkett was at her usual best and in
attack Natalie Mcdoanld continues to shine. 
Kaylia Stanton was out of the line up this week
which made room for Milla Howard who slotted in
nicely to the goal shooter position. 
Emma Grech will have a tough week backing up
her player of the week honours when she comes
up against the defenders of Woodend. 
In the midcourt that is one area the Redbacks will
look to get on top of with Abbie Conway havng a
fantastic season for Romsey. 
Woodend Hesket will go into this one as favourites
but Romsey will believe they are capable of an
upset despite knowing they will not take part in
the A grade finals this season.

Prediction: Woodend Hesket to stay in reach of
Wallan at the top of the table with a strong win.





Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

Last week is the first game the Tigers have played
this season without Ellie Bird.
Ellie has given them a tall target to feed and it may
take time for them to fill her shoes.Time of which
they do not have with just three games remaining in
the regularl season.

Riddell are flying at the minute having defeated
Gisborne Giats last weekend and securing their spot in
the RDFNL finals unless something drastic was to
happen in the final three rounds. 

With injuries and unavailabilities mounting at Diggers
Rest they look as though they will limp to the finish
line this season. 

Riddell welcomed back Briana De Haas which will
bolster their mid court for the run into finals if she can
play the remaining games to qualify. 
Riddell have more experience and skill across the
court in comparison to Diggers Rest and this should be
a comofrtable win for the bombers. 
It will be a good opportunity for the team to work on
some finals structures and match ups while also
resting players if need be. 
It has been a great season for the young Bombers and
their fearless attitude with have a couple of other
clubs nervous if they meet them early in their finals
campaign. 

Prediction: Riddell to record a strong win an

Melton Centrals have really struggled to compete
against the styronger teams this season and hosting
MAcedon will be another tough ask.
Centrals lost a few really key players in the off season
including Avana Hobson who gave them some height
in defence. 
Both of those aspects were critical as they went down
to Romsey who are also young and developing.
Imogen Sexton continues to shine but they just do
not have the depth to match the stronger teams. 
Hayley Hill has been playing well as has Romina
Barbuto but they should be out classed byt the Cats
this weekend. 
Macedon will be without their coach Katie Clarke who
has ben sidelined with a back complaint while their
attacking end is really starting to dominante with
Caitlyn Muir back and Molly Mcgrath contining her
rise. 
Even with a couple of injuries their strength will be
too much for the Melton Centrals line up to match. 

Prediction: Macedon to record a strong win and keep
their hopes of playing finals alive.

.

Even without Bird the Tigers should be able to easily
account for Melton South. 
Melton South will be eyeing off one more scalp before
the seasons end and if previous results are anything to
go by this might be a chance. 
Casey Smart has been crucial to the young Panthers
team.

Prediction: Kyneton to record a much needed win.

By Grace Bibby
RDFNL Netball Previews
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	THANK YOU TO OUR ROUND 16 SPONSOR – SOVEREIGN FINANCIAL
	A huge thank you to Sovereign Financial for sponsoring Round 16! When it comes to financial planning, lending, and investment advice, Sovereign Financial are the people you want in your corner. They’re proud supporters of the Woodend Hesket Football Netball Club, and we’re proud to have them backing us. Support those who support us!

	https://sovereignfinancial.com.au/
	Go Hawks!
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	GISBORNE  DRIVING SCHOOL
	Are you looking for some lessons before getting your license? Contact Brian - 0409 636 821
	2026


	RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS
	Connor Bills - Gisborne Giants - Making contact with an opposition players head while they have their head over the ball - 1 Week.  Indiana Hailes - Melton Centrals - Umpire Abuse - 1 Week Jarryd deRose - Romsey - Striking - One Week

	2026
	2026
	RDFNL NETBALL RESULTS AND TEAM LISTS
	Click  the division for match details and team lists.


	A Grade B Grade 19 & Under C Grade D Grade
	Riddell District Football Netball League
	2026

	RDFNL Netball Tipping
	Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive, sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball  matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up against the RDFNL experts each week!
	2026


	RDFNL Netball Previews
	By Grace Bibby
	Riddell District Football Netball League
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