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ACROSS MY DESK
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

On-field umpire abuse – We understand that
the standard of umpiring can be frustrating at
times, but we are also acutely aware that our
umpiring group is in a development stage. We
have some strong young umpires coming
through, and we also have experienced umpires
in the latter stages of their careers. What we are
asking for is common respect from both
umpires towards players and players towards
umpires. We simply cannot have football
without umpires.

We are asking all clubs to speak to their players
and let them know that umpires will be cracking
down on dissent and will be awarding 50-metre
penalties where appropriate. We do not want a
final to be decided on the back of umpire
abuse, no matter how big or small the incident
may seem. There will be zero tolerance. Clubs
do not have to agree with decisions, but they
do need to be respectful.

Officials (Runners, Water Carriers and Trainers)
– In the event of a melee at any level, under no
circumstances are any officials to become
involved. All officials should immediately make
their way back to their team's interchange, as
required under the Laws of the Game.
If the league receives a report of an official
engaging in a melee, either verbally or
physically, that official will automatically be
suspended (up to eight weeks) at the leagues
discretion. 
If the incident occurs later in the season, the
suspension will extend into next season.

IToo many times this season we have seen
officials become involved, and when they do,
they have the ability to escalate a situation
rather than de-escalate it. Runners and Water
Carriers should be delivering water or a message
and then getting off the ground, not hovering
around players.
If anyone requires any further information or
clarification on these matters, please let me
know.
Otherwise, we look forward to seeing a much
better spectacle for all over the coming weeks
and into the junior and senior finals series.







Riddell District Football Netball League

2026

Riddell District Football Netball League

RDFNL FOOTBALL TEAMLISTS

Click  the division for match details and team lists.
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RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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If this games anything like the last matchup
between these two it’s going to be a thriller.
The Burras will be disappointed with last
week’s result in a 5-point loss to Macedon.
Both of their losses have come against the
other two top 3 teams in Macedon and
Wallan which is something they’re going to
have to address coming into finals. Callum
Moore did everything he could to get the
Burras over the line with 21 disposals, 6
goals and 130 ranking points. Alongside him
was Mitchell Day with 24 disposals, 6 inside
50s and 120 ranking points. One thing
Diggers will be disappointed about is the
clearance count from last week; Macedon
were able to get on top of them and win the
clearance count (+4) and centre clearances
(+7). Kyneton had a shaky five-point win over
the Redbacks last week in a game they
probably should have lost in the end giving
up 23 scoring shots. Hamish Yunghanns
returning for Kyneton has been huge for
them, he had 41 disposals, 9 clearances and
165 ranking points to get his side over the
line. Alongside him was Francis Randall with
33 disposals, 2 goals and 135 ranking points.
They will be looking for redemption this time
around against the Burras after last time
they lost by 3 points with a missed kick after
the siren. I think Diggers need to respond
here and Kyneton’s performances away
from home haven’t been great so I think
Diggers will get this done in a competitive
matchup.
Prediction- Diggers by 15 points

2026

By Seth Cornish

An intriguing matchup where both sides will
be wanting to respond after losses in their
last games. Woodend were probably more
competitive than most thought against
Wallan last week in a 49-point loss. Daniel
Toman was Woodend’s best once again with
46 disposals, 11 clearances and 178 ranking
points. Alongside him was Fletcher Banfield
with 26 disposals, 7 tackles and 111 ranking
points. Woodend just let Wallan control the
ball for longer periods of the game; they
were beaten substantially in the mark count
(+32) and disposals (+33). Melton South
enter this game fresh off the bye sitting
sixth on the ladder and only one game
behind third with their finals spot all but
locked in now. It’s been a good middle part
of the season for the Panthers after they
probably wouldn’t have been playing how
they liked at the start of the year. Blake
Souter has been their best player this year
he’s averaging 30 disposals, 7 clearances
and 139 ranking points, it was never in
doubt that he would fit within the RDFNL
well. Alongside him has been big man
Broden Collins who’s averaging 21
disposals, 38 hitouts and 132 ranking
points. I think South should get this done
here, they have more to play for and more
consistent players around the ground.
Prediction- South by 35 points
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Back to where it all started! These teams face off
for the second time this year after they played in
the first scheduled game this season. Macedon
got over the line against Diggers by 5 points in a
massive win for the club. Charlie Rosetti was at
his normal best with 14 disposals, 50 hitouts and
131 ranking points. Alongside him was Josh
Govan with 29 disposals, 7 clearances and 123
ranking points. The Giants also had a massive win
with a 61-point margin over the Centrals. Matt
Quigley had a massive game with 44 disposals,
11 clearances and 188 ranking points. Alongside
him was Tom Rochester with 24 disposals, 45
hitouts and 150 ranking points. I think while this
matchup could be more competitive than some
people think, Macedon will continue to build on
last week’s win and get the job done here.
Prediction- Macedon by 50 points

Riddell District Football Netball League
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By Seth Cornish

Is this Lancefield’s last chance to get their
first win of the season? Lancefield come off
the bye probably disappointed with how
their season’s gone so far, they sit 12  and
have a 0-11 record without many
opportunities to record their first win.
Losing Jordan Watkins to injury has hurt
them as he was their best player averaging
26 disposals, 4 marks and 118 ranking
points. Alongside him has been Riley O
Meara averaging 28 disposals, 5 clearances
and 111 ranking points.

th

 Romsey nearly pulled off a big upset
against Kyneton last week where they
ended up losing by 5 points kicking 8.15
for the game. Corey Pertzel was massive
in trying to get his side over the line with
26 disposals, 14 tackles and 180 ranking
points. Alongside him was Nathan Blair
with 31 disposals, 5 marks and 157
ranking points. Romsey haven’t had a
win since round 4 and after coming close
many times I think they’ll get their well-
deserved result here.
Prediction- Romsey by 40 points

A massive game awaits where Melton must
respond after their disappointing performance last
week. Riddell come off the bye sitting 4th by
percentage with an 8-3 record. Their three losses
have come against the three teams above them
which is something they’ll want to address as they
prepare for finals. Recruit Mark Kovacevic has been
Riddell’s best this season averaging 146 ranking
points, 7 clearances and 34 hitouts. Alongside him
has been Nathan Hrovat who’s averaging 130
ranking points, 35 disposals and 7 clearances.
Melton Centrals needed to keep winning to try and
steal the sixth spot but that’s nearly gone now
after a shock 61-point loss at the hands of the
Giants. Jake Armistead had a huge game however
with 40 disposals, 7 clearances and 176 ranking
points. Alongside him was Lincoln Clements with
23 disposals, 7 tackles and 119 ranking points. I
think Riddell fresh off the bye should get this done
here against a probably low confidence Centrals
side.
Prediction- Riddell by 50 points
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Riddell District Football Netball League

DIGGERS REST FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
  ACKNOWLEDGE OUR VALUED SPONSOR

                   

       
   WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK LAURIE AND 

         THE TEAM AT ROCKLEIGH TOURS
         FOR THE VALUABLE AND LOYAL  

       COMMITMENT TO OUR CLUB IN
     SEASON 2026. YOUR UNWAVERING 

   SUPPORT IS SO GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Club Notes

2026



GISBORNE GIANTS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Last weekend we went over to Arnolds Creek for the first time and had wins in the 19's, C grade and A grade
in the netball, and the 19.5's & seniors in the footy.

Time is running out on our Last Man Standing, scan the barcode for more details and to purchase your ticket.

This weekend we host Macedon, Go Giants!

Club Notes

2026
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Club Notes
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As seen at all RDFNL Grand
Finals in 2025!
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Club Notes
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JULY 18 – LANCEFIELD KARAOKE…
Think you've got what it takes to steal the show? Or are you the type that only
sounds good after a couple of drinks? Either way, grab the mic and join us for a

night of laughs, great music and unforgettable entertainment at our $5,000
Reverse Raffle!

 
This Saturday Night

$5,000 Reverse Raffle Prize
FREE beer, wine & soft drink from 7–9pm

Delicious spit roast dinner
Tickets just $65 per person

 
Whether you're belting out a classic, cheering on your mates or just soaking up the
atmosphere, it's going to be one of the biggest nights on the Lancefield calendar.

This is your chance to be the star!!!
 

JULY 18 - REVERSE RAFFLE…
One of Lancefields major fundraisers is this weekend with our annual Reverse

Raffle. This will be after our home game against Romsey so stick around for what is
always a good night. We’ve kept tickets the same price as the last few years at $65
and they are available from players or from the bar on game days. It includes free
beer, wine and soft drinks with discounted mixers from 7-9pm. We’ll put on a spit
for the night and someone is going to take home the grand prize of $5,000 cash!!!

 
 

SEPTEMBER 5 – PRESENTATION NIGHT…
Save the date for our Presentation Night for this year. Straight from the Prelim’s to

the Preso. We’re locked in at the fantastic Mount Monument winery. We’ll have
buses teed up so keep the date free for a great end of year night.
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Club Notes
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Club Notes
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RIDDELL

Riddell District Football Netball League

We are stoked to announce the
launch of our new and improved

website, take a look today!

https://riddell-
fnc.myclubcms.com.au/football

A place where you will find all
club history, easy links to access
relevant websites, full team lists

and much much more!

Don't forget to save the date for
all of the events on our 2026

events calendar! 
events calendar.jpg

Club Notes

2026

As always, our club is nothing without our devoted sponsors, the support of these business' is what
keeps our club going every year. Don't forget to pay it back and support them whenever you can,

this week we feature our Platinum Sponsors for 2026!
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Club Notes
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ICongratulations to Ava Verrier on making her A-Grade debut against Gisborne. Ava joined the club
this season with an impressive résumé, including experience with North East Blaze U19, Ivanhoe
Grammar School Netball, and the Jika Region U17 program. She has slotting into our 19 & Under
and B-Grade sides. Ava showed huge upside and talent playing as a Goal Attack in both teams'

strong starts to the season. It was only a matter of time until she got her opportunity in A Grade.
Ava has made an immediate impression on the court, showing great confidence and composure

while demonstrating the talent and determination that have already made her a valued member of
our club.

In 2026 Wallan FNC continues to support the very important messages from the TAC. This week
our focus is on Drink Driving. Alcohol absorption is influenced by many factors which you can’t

always control – you can never be sure whether you’re under 0.05. Separate drinking and driving
altogether. Stop kidding yourself – if you drink, don’t drive. If you are drinking, plan ahead and

have a designated driver or havean alternative transport option organised so everyone gets home
safely.

Go Wallan🖤🤍🖤





WOODEND HESKET

Riddell District Football Netball League

ROUND 14 – HOME VS MELTON SOUTH
Round 14 brings Melton South to Gilbert Gordon, and The Nest is the place to be

today! After a run of away games, there’s something special about coming home –
and our Hawks are ready to remind Melton who rules this ground.

With the season entering its final stretch, every home game is precious. Our players
want to reward the loyal supporters who pack out Gilbert Gordon week after week,

and today is a chance to do exactly that. Bring the noise, bring the energy!
Netballers and footballers – this is a big one. We’re counting on every single player

and supporter to bring their absolute best today. Let’s go Hawks!
THANK YOU TO OUR ROUND 14 SPONSOR – BOURKIES

A big thank you to Bourkies Bakehouse for sponsoring Round 14! Woodend's iconic
bakery since 1989, Bourkies has been serving up award-winning pies, famous vanilla

slices, handcrafted sweets and beautiful celebration cakes for over 35 years.
Whether you're after a classic Aussie pie, a perfectly layered vanilla slice or a custom

cake for a special occasion, Bourkies always delivers.
Open seven days a week at 115 High Street, Woodend - pop in and show them some

love. Support those who support us! 🤎💛
🌐 bourkies.com.au

 📞 03 5427 2486

COMING UP
Round 15 – Woodend vs Diggers Rest away. Another tough road trip – the Hawks will

be ready!
Go Hawks!

Club Notes

2026



GISBORNEGISBORNE  
DRIVING SCHOOLDRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons before getting
your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 

2026
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Connor Bills - Gisborne Giants - Making contact with an opposition players
head while they have their head over the ball - 3 weeks. 
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NETBALL MANAERS REPORT
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

Sport and volunteering are interlinked. In the sport
sector, we know that volunteers ensure the
activities of every sport of any size and at all levels
go ahead, are well run, are accessible and inclusive.
Volunteers come out in huge numbers in all
weathers and at all hours to ensure sport activities
go ahead. It is our volunteers who allow sport to
form a critical part of the fabric of our communities.
As the world gears up for the excitement of the
upcoming Paris 2024 Olympics, it's important to
recognize the unsung heroes who make such
monumental events possible: the volunteers who
help the RDFNL competition come to life every
Saturday and Sunday and the odd Friday during the
year. 

Why Volunteers Matter in Sport
Volunteers are the backbone of any sporting event,
large or small. At the Paris 2024 Olympics, there will
be 45,0000 volunteers providing essential support,
including event coordination to athlete assistance,
to ensure everything runs smoothly. Without
volunteers, the Olympics and other major
international sporting events would face
overwhelming challenges and could not proceed as
envisioned. Similarly, at a grassroots level, local
sporting clubs rely on volunteers to facilitate
duties, including managing day to day operations
and match day support roles. Unlike major events,
local clubs operate year-round, making strong
volunteer engagement crucial to sustain club
functioning throughout the 
year.

Key Benefits of Volunteering
For Clubs and Organisations:
Operational Support
Community Building
Cost Savings
Club sustainability and growth

Diverse skills and expertise
For Volunteers:
Networking Opportunities
Skill Development
Career Exploration
Personal Fulfilment
Social connection

Despite the benefits of volunteering to both
sporting clubs and volunteers, many clubs still
face challenges in attracting and retaining a
sufficient volunteer base. These challenges
include:

Lack of Awareness: Potential volunteers may
not be aware of the opportunities available to
them or the impact they can make.

Perceived Burden: Some individuals view
volunteering as a significant time commitment,
which can deter them from getting involved.

Busy Lifestyles: People today are busier than
ever, juggling work, family, and other
commitments. This leaves little time for
volunteer activities.

Lack of recognition: Volunteers may feel that
their efforts go unnoticed and unappreciated,
leading to a sense of undervaluation.

Club Builder’s Volunteer Engagement Program
offers a promising solution by addressing these
gaps to ensure sports clubs generate more
volunteers and establish a supportive
environment. This functions to develop the
club and grow its relationship with the local
community.
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RDFNL NETBALL RESULTS AND TEAM LISTS

Click  the division for match details and team lists.





RDFNL Netball Tipping
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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By Grace Bibby

Lancefield will be hoping to finish their season just
as they started with some strong wins to shore up
their position in finals. 
Romsey on the other hand will be looking to upset a
few of the stronger teams in the back half of the
season. 
Lancefield had the bye last week so will need to
start well while Romsey were slow out of the blocks
against Kyneton but were able to claw their way
back and split the points. 
Abbie Conway was fantastic in the midcourt
particularly late in the contest when she would have
been forgiven for feeling tired and taking the foot
off the gas. She powered through the wet
conditions and picked up three intercepts in the
crucials stages of the game. 
Maddison Thomspon looks to be an A Grade player
but will likely return to B grade this weekend. 
For Lancefield they have their gun goaler in Shanae
Brundell but after playing against Ellie Bird last
weekend the Romsey defenders will not let their
lack of height worry them. 
Lancefield are still missing a few players and have
mostly limped to the finals this season but this is
still a must win game no matter who they put on the
court. 
Lancefield at their best can beat anyone they have
shown us that but they need to get everyone on the
same page and on the court. 
Injuries and holidays could sour what might have
been for LAncefield. 

Prediction: Lancefield to win in a close one. 

What a contest this will be. Both teams have finals
in their sights but this result may change who they
meet in the first week. 
When they met on Good Friday it was Gisborne
Giants who took the points. 
Macedon were gallant in defeat and surged late
but it wasnt enough to get over the line. 
Both teams have been in and out of form in the
middle of the season and Giants have now firmly
got their hands on a finals spot while MAcedon
still have some work to do back in seventh spot. 
Macedon will be fighting Kyneton for that sixth
spot.
Both Kyneton and Macedon have similar runs
home so to sneak the four points here would
strengthen Macedon’s case. 
Malia Suemantuafa is the big danger for MAcedon
her size and athleticsm is hard to match up
on.Molly McGrath makes life hard for Giants but
she uses speed rather than strength. 
Emma Vitalone is a good match up for the Giants.
Each time the Giants and the Cats have met the
result and been close and both teams have had
chances. 
This will need four consistent strong quarters of
netball to see either team across the line. 
The team that can do that will win. 

Prediction: Gisborne Giants  to take the four
points and remain in third spot on the A Grade
ladder. 
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Two more teams that have an ability to find
something extra when they meet. Melton Centrals
have always been super competitive against Riddell
no matter where they sit on the ladder. 
This will be another good opportunity for Centrals
to show where they are at.

Woodend Hesket were back to their best with a big win
over Wallan. Having lost to Wallan earlier in the year
they were able to turn around the result and take the
four points.
They still sit below them on the ladder but that top
two looks almost set. 
Melton South recorded their first win in the A Grade
competition prior to the bye and will take plenty of
confidence from that result. 
They have achieved so much this season despite not
getting the results and each game they are
competitive in is a good platform to build on. 
They do not have the skill class or experience to match
the VNL talent stacking the Woodend Hesket team. 

Prediction: The Hawks to take the four points.

This is a must win game for Kyneton.
We know they have players away in the last four
rounds so a win here is crucial to them making the
finals. 
They have a good mix of hard an easy games coming
up but this is a game they need to win and win well if
they are to remain in the six and above Macedon. 
Last week they flew out of the gates to lead Romsey
17-9 at quarter time but they let the Redbacks back in
and then had to do a lot of work late just to steal a
draw. 
For Diggers Rest they have had mixed results with
players missing through injury and unavailabilitiy. If
Leona Hristovska is back this week this will be a
winnable game for the Buarras and there may not be
too many of them left this season as they tackle
teams in the top four.
Kyneton will need Kristiana Manua back to have a big
impact.

Prediction: Kyneton to take the points in this one.

.

 hLast week MElton Cnetrals were without Imogen
Sexton who has been their best player over the last
two seasons. They were also missing Manon Muir who
has been steadidly holding down their defence.
Bec Morabito made a return to A Grade and showed
she has still got it. 
For Riddell they have now cemented their spot inside
the top six with what appears to be a very easy run
home. 

Prediction: Riddell should be far too strong for MElton
Centrals in this contest but anything is possible if they
have their full list avaiable. 

By Grace Bibby
RDFNL Netball Previews
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	SEPTEMBER 5 – PRESENTATION NIGHT… Save the date for our Presentation Night for this year. Straight from the Prelim’s to the Preso. We’re locked in at the fantastic Mount Monument winery. We’ll have buses teed up so keep the date free for a great end of year night.
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	ROUND 14 – HOME VS MELTON SOUTH Round 14 brings Melton South to Gilbert Gordon, and The Nest is the place to be today! After a run of away games, there’s something special about coming home – and our Hawks are ready to remind Melton who rules this ground. With the season entering its final stretch, every home game is precious. Our players want to reward the loyal supporters who pack out Gilbert Gordon week after week, and today is a chance to do exactly that. Bring the noise, bring the energy! Netballers and footballers – this is a big one. We’re counting on every single player and supporter to bring their absolute best today. Let’s go Hawks! THANK YOU TO OUR ROUND 14 SPONSOR – BOURKIES A big thank you to Bourkies Bakehouse for sponsoring Round 14! Woodend's iconic bakery since 1989, Bourkies has been serving up award-winning pies, famous vanilla slices, handcrafted sweets and beautiful celebration cakes for over 35 years. Whether you're after a classic Aussie pie, a perfectly layered vanilla slice or a custom cake for a special occasion, Bourkies always delivers. Open seven days a week at 115 High Street, Woodend - pop in and show them some love. Support those who support us! 🤎💛 🌐 bourkies.com.au  📞 03 5427 2486
	COMING UP Round 15 – Woodend vs Diggers Rest away. Another tough road trip – the Hawks will be ready! Go Hawks!
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	GISBORNE  DRIVING SCHOOL
	Are you looking for some lessons before getting your license? Contact Brian - 0409 636 821
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	RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS
	Connor Bills - Gisborne Giants - Making contact with an opposition players head while they have their head over the ball - 3 weeks.
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	NETBALL MANAERS REPORT
	by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby
	2026

	RDFNL NETBALL RESULTS AND TEAM LISTS
	Click  the division for match details and team lists.


	A Grade B Grade 19 & Under C Grade D Grade
	Riddell District Football Netball League
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	RDFNL Netball Tipping
	Each week throughout the 2026 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive, sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball  matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up against the RDFNL experts each week!
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	RDFNL Netball Previews
	By Grace Bibby
	Riddell District Football Netball League
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	Riddell District Football Netball League
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