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ACROSS MY DESK
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

On behalf of the RDFNL Board of Directors, I’d like to
warmly welcome everyone to the 2025 RDFNL Senior
Women’s Grand Final Day.
A sincere thank you goes to our hosts today, the
Woodend Hesket Football Netball Club, and to James
Chettle and Paul Podbury along with the many
dedicated volunteers who have worked to ensure
today is a great success. Coordinating a grand final on a
day where your club plays away and you haven’t had a
team participating is no small feat, and we are truly
appreciative of all involved.
This year’s Womens Finals Series has been a great
success. We extend our gratitude to Macedon, Riddell
and Lancefield who have hosted the first two weeks. 
Congratulations to Macedon and Riddell who have
made it to today’s Grand Final. We wish all players,
coaches, and team support staff the very best of luck.
The RDFNL is proud that all that each of the senior
womens teams won games this season and that most
games were competitive and could have gone either
way. It is a true testament to the strength and
inclusivity of our league.
A heartfelt thank you to our umpires, who will officiate
tonight’s match. Umpires are an essential part of our
game, and without them, we simply couldn’t play. We
acknowledge their hard work throughout the season
and ask that everyone watching tonight shows them
the respect they deserve.
If you are watching footy from the sidelines please
remember that our umpires—men, women, boys, and
girls—are doing their best, just like the players.
Mistakes happen, and no one is perfect, but abuse of
any kind has no place in the RDFNL. Let’s model
respectful behaviour and support a positive
environment for everyone.
The 2025 RDFNL Senior Season has been a resounding
success. Macedon have stood out from the pack but
for the other five competing teams it was a real fight to
win and each week every club turned up with a realistic
opportunity to take the four points.
We are grateful to the many volunteers across all clubs
who give their time and energy to make the season run
smoothly. Your efforts do not go unnoticed.
This year, the RDFNL invested in additional coaching
resources to foster player development and retention
through a more positive playing experience. We
strongly encourage all coaches to take advantage of 
these valuable opportunities for growth and
development.

A special mention and sincere thanks must go to
RDFNL Jacqui Green, for her tireless efforts in
overseeing and providing a game day view of the
senior women’s competition. Jacqui has been out and
about most weeks and is often the first point of call for
our senior women clubs and their participants. 
To all Club Presidents, Secretaries, and committee
members, thank you for your continued support and
for the countless hours you've devoted this season.
Your volunteer efforts ensure that women and girls
across our League have the opportunity to enjoy
football each week—your contribution is vital and
deeply appreciated.
We also extend a huge thank you to our sponsors and
partners, without whom our league simply wouldn’t be
possible. We are proud to continue our partnership
with Bendigo Bank as our Major Sponsor, whose
generous support through club grants continues to
make a real difference at grassroots level.
Thanks to their generous backing, the RDFNL has
broken its sponsorship record again this season, which
has directly helped us reduce costs for our clubs, a
fantastic outcome for all involved.
To RDFNL CEO Jordan Doyle, thank you for your
incredible efforts this season. Despite operating under
significant resource challenges, Jordan has led with
dedication, taking on every task, big or small, with
professionalism and care. His support has been
invaluable as we continue to grow and develop the
League.
The RDFNL has made remarkable progress over the
past five years, and much of that is thanks to the hard
work of people like Jordan and the dedication of our
RDFNL Board. You’ll spot many Board members
around the grounds tonight wearing RDFNL jackets
please don’t hesitate to say hello or reach out if you
need any assistance. They will be also backing up with
the early start at the junior grand finals tomorrow.
As we close out the 2025 Women’s Season, I wish the
best of luck to the competing clubs today. Whether
you win or lose, we hope you take great pride in your
achievements and enjoy the experience of playing on
Grand Final Day.
We look forward to welcoming you all back, bigger and
stronger, for what promises to be another fantastic
season in 2026.





Riddell District Football Netball League

2025

It all comes down to this. One game of football and the chance to etch your name into
history.
On one side stand the Macedon Cats, a powerhouse of RDFNL Women’s Football and one of
the most dominant outfits in recent memory. Since falling in the 2023 Grand Final, Macedon
haven’t lost a match — 742 days without defeat, with the only blemish being a draw against
Kyneton on May 18th 2024. This is their third straight Grand Final, and they now have the
chance to become the first Senior Women’s team to go back-to-back, bringing home a
second premiership to Tony Clarke Reserve. On the other side are the newcomers — Riddell.
In their debut season, the Bombers are one win away from an extraordinary premiership that
would place them among the rare teams in Australian sport to claim a flag in their first year.
Despite finishing third, the Bombers have proven throughout their finals campaign that their
performance throughout the year was anything but a fluke. The two sides have met three
times this year, with Macedon claiming victory in all three contests. Their first encounter was
Riddell’s introduction to the competition, where they were welcomed to the league with a
70–0 masterclass from the Cats. By Round 12, the gap had narrowed to 22 points, and in
Round 15, Macedon prevailed by 32. The form line points in Macedon’s favour, but anything
can happen in a Grand Final! Both teams have shown they can put up big scores, but the
forecast is for  conditions that will reward territory, contested ball, and defensive pressure. 
Both teams are above average with their contest work averaging more than 125 team
contested possessions each week. Riddell have the upper hand in the clearance work with on
average 2 more clearances than Macedon. 
Expect a scrap, where the backlines could decide the outcome. For Macedon, Samantha
Pointer and Brianna Woodburn will be pivotal in repelling Riddell’s barrage into the forward
line, while reigning league best and fairest Ruby Watts and the classy Taya Konias will look to
put the ball inside fifty to Charlotte Noonan and co’s as much as possible. For Riddell,
Lauren Nolan will marshal the backline and must stand tall all game against Macedon’s
potent attack. Ruby Taranto, Mariam Habib, and Mady Brown will have to nullify the Cats
best while finding their own footy and Brianna De Haas and Ruby Ayers will need to
capitalise on every scoring chance. Everything points to a fierce, low-scoring contest — one
where the smallest moments could decide who raises the cup at the end of the game.

Prediction: Macedon by 8 points.

RDFNL Senior Women  Previews
By Cameron Pope



LILLI 
COLLINS

MOLLY
 CONNELL

RUBY
WATTS

MARIAM 
HABIB

CHARLOTTE
NOONAN

LAUREN 
NOLAN

K
E
Y

M
A
T
C
H
U
P
S

K
E
Y

M
A
T
C
H
U
P
S

K
E
Y

M
A
T
C
H
U
P
S

K
E
Y

M
A
T
C
H
U
P
S





2025

Riddell District Football Netball League



2025

RDFNL Senior Womens
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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LANCEFIELD
Club Notes

Season 2025 has been a fantastic year of women's footy. The season went down to
the very last game of the season to decide finals spots. Our Lancefield girls, Riddell
and Mount Alexander all took part in their first finals campaigns, Romsey had their

first wins in the history and Macedon were a tour de force going through undefeated.
The final game comes down to Macedon and Riddell. Riddell taking their place after
defeating our girls in one of the great nights of women's football. A massive crowd
assembled at Lancefield last Saturday night for a game played in a great carnival

atmosphere. To both Macedon and Riddell, thanks for our games this year which were
always played in great spirit and best of luck to you both in the big game.

Reverse Raffle – Sunday August 17:
This year we've moved the Reverse Raffle to Sunday afternoon so no need for a late

night but a great day is in store. There’s nothing like a chilled out Sunday arvo session
so you can hop into a catered lunch, including beer, wine & soft drinks for 3 hours,

entertainment with 'Dolla Pots' playing and the chance to win $5,000 all for just $65
per head. On top of that we'll run the Lancefield Ferret Cup. Buy a ferret and become

an owner for the day. Tickets available from the bar at our last home game on
Saturday or from players.

 



2025

MACEDON

Congratulations to our Senior Women who have made the grand final for the third year in a
row. What a season it has been. 14 wins and zero losses. You got this girls!

Charlotte Noonan has won the league goal kicking again, this year booting 54 goals and
leading by 27. Below her, we have 4 more players in the top 10. This includes crafty forward
Shakira Parker, tall timber Lilli Collins, tackling machine Taya Konias and all-round superstar

Ruby Watts.
 

Ruby is a multiple time player of the week, has had 35+ disposals numerous times this
season, has featured on the front page of this very record a handful of times and is setting
the standard for the league. It looks like she is building a strong case to go back-to-back in

the league best and fairest.
Above all individual accolades, we must acknowledge and recognise the incredible level of
development within all our women who have played this year. Every time our women run
out to play, arrive to train or stick around at a team dinner, there are endless smiles and
laughs. If there is one thing for sure, it is that these girls will be the first to show up for

functions and amongst the last to leave. They have not only bought success to the club,
they have contributed to a positive environment and built an amazing following.

 
We cannot forget the coaches who have had a huge impact on the immense level of

contribution. Chris ‘Doona’ Nolan and Bevan ‘Grug’ Uren. These men have put a monster
amount of effort into educating and developing the team. Analysing stats on a Thursday

night, making tough selection decisions, avoiding tik tok videos and trying to keep up with
the team. Well done Bev and Doona, you should be very proud of your efforts this season.
One match to go, 5:30PM in Woodend. Last year we had a massive amount of people there

to support, we are sure this year can be bigger.
Come on Macedon, lets rally behind out women and cheer them home to a second

premiership!

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MELTON BLOODS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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As seen at all RDFNL
Grand Finals in 2024!

Click Here



2025

Riddell District Football Netball League

MOUNT ALEXANDER
Club Notes
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RIDDELL

Welcome to Woodend to cheer on our girls in the RDFNL Women’s GF. What an effort
from this bunch of ladies ably led by coach Rob “Bretho” Bretherton and captain

Molly Connell! A great team effort last week against a gallant Lancefield in the
prelim. They started pre-season training way back in Oct/Nov and as the year

progressed, they have really come along in leaps and bounds, culminating in the big
dance tonight! From a committee & supporters’ point of view we are so proud of

them and wish them all the luck in the world tonight as they are up against the best
side for a no. of years – Macedon. GO BOMBERS!!

See you next week at the first week of finals for the men’s & netballers!

Our major function was a huge success with Hags & Rachael organising a great day.
Thanks to all those who helped especially Snowy, Jackie & Pete. Congratulaions to

our winners.
1st prize: $10,000 - Lincoln Grant

2nd prize: $2,500 – Chantelle Branagan
3rd prize: $500 - Jesse Dowson

SPORTSMANS DAY: Friday 22nd August! Nearly sold out, see Jimmy Nolan ASAP or
text him on 0437682442.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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ROMSEY

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Proud supporters of the Romsey FNC in Season 2025

Thanks to the players, coaches and volunteers who made the 2025 women’s season
possible. 

It was a fantastic season by all competing clubs and Romsey were pleased to get a
long awaited win on the board.

Best of luck to Macedon and Riddell this weekend, may the best team win. 
We look forward to seeing you all again in 2026 to continue to grow and strong and

sustainable RDFNL women’s competition.
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GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons
before getting your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 Click Here
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RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS

Caitlin Broadfoot - Riddell FNC - Striking - Two weeks
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1. Taya Konias
 Taya runs hard all day on
the wing and still has gas

in the tank to kick a goal or
two.

2. Ruby Watts (VC)
) Ruby's pace and

exceptional ball skills
around the ground make

her hard to beat.

5. Adie Ward 
Tough, quick and decisive

in the mid field, who
seems to pops up

everywhere.

6. Sarah Miles 
Intelligent defender, who
reads the play well, hard

to take a mark when
playing on Sarah.

7.  Ninna Harbinson 
Strong midfielder who

wins clearances and
moves the ball quickly

around the ground.

8. Hayley Stewart 
A young gun showcasing
versatility and growth in

the seniors womens
competition.

10. Steph Jones 
Amazing ruck craft,

extremely tough, you are
hard pressed to win any
tap out against Steph.

12. Lily Prater 
Absolute ball magnet,

runs hard all day, a work
horse in every contest for

the Cats

14. Bri Woodburn (C)
Exceptional player and

leader who loves her
footy, seems to always be

out on her own.

15. Clytie Deering 
Tough in and under player

who works hard to put
pressure on the

opposition.

17. Tiane Rymer 
Great mark with strong

hands and a excellent kick.
Tough versatile player.

18. Lilli Collins 
Very strong and hard to
beat midfielder with a
powerful left boot and

good engine.

19. Tamara Collins 
Solid defender, always
reliable, always makes
good decisions under

pressure.

20. Tamsin Muller 
Great body on body

defender who's strong in
defence but equally as
dangerous up the field.

21. Sam Pointer 
Sweeps across centre half

back taking marks, it’s
hard to get the ball past

Sam.

23. Sian Andrews
Played U16 Calder

Cannons, U18 Calder
Cannons, won the Youth

Girls League B&F

25. Kaitie Muller 
Always strong in defence,

but put her up forward
and the goals are exciting

and intense..

26 Laura Wilkinson 
Hard at the contest and

gives her absolute all, with
quick hands out of the

pack.

29. Shakira Parker 
Great leading forward,
takes strong contested
marks and sure to bag a

few goals.

30. Bridie Kinghorn
 A perfect blend of height,
speed and toughness she
dominates in the ruck and

on the wing.

31.  Alex Cairney
 A versatile left footer,

who is dangerous in front
of goals and in the

midfield.

34. Charlotte Noonan Can
take a contested mark

with ease, can slot a goal
from anywhere, even over

her head.

41. Grace Sanders-Savage
Grace is a strong key

forward, who loves a goal
from anywhere especially

on the run.

63.  Sarah Wright
 First year player, Sarah
put on her boots late in

the season, but that didn't
hold her back.

66. Jessy Unger 
New to Macedon Cats this

year, but no stranger to
footy, strong reliable

forward.

Co Coach: 
Chris “Doona” Nolan

Co Coach: 
Bevan Uren

Macedon 2025 Grand Final Team
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2. Mady Brown 
As a first-year footballer,
Mady has brought elite

athleticism and energy to
the team.

3. Gemma Callinan
Gemma joined us with

experience. Her ability to
read the play  has made
her an asset to the team.

4. Lara Turner
 A speedy and tenacious
presence on the outside,
she brought energy and

drive across her 9 games 

5. Britt Layton
Joined from Romsey  and
her quality of disposal has
been a cornerstone of our

defensive structure. 

6. Tenille Cook
Her depth of experience

and quiet leadership
helped lay the foundation

for our success. 

8. Breanna Tarczon
BT is a contesting beast

her ability to win the ball
and surge out of the

backline lifts the team.

10. Tess O'Donnell
As a first-year footballer

shes a fast learner and has
been our first-picked wing

every week

11. Brianna De Haas
 BDH has absolutely

knocked it out of the park.
Her speed and tenacity on
game day are remarkable.

12. Jessica Sproule 
Natural speed and agility

quickly establishing
herself as an effective

rebound defender.

13. Ashley Unsworth
After a nine-year break
from the game, Ash has

returned with unwavering
passion and commitment. 

14. Lauren Shaw
A premiership ruck, who

has  transitioned into
defence  bringing

leadership and football IQ

15. Emma Croft
 An over sharer on and off
the field, bringing energy,
honesty, and humour that

are ket to team culture.

16. Molly Connell (C)
Has led this team since
day one.  Her presence,

drive, and leadership have
set the tone all season. 

17. Keely Wallace-Kilbane 
. Fast, intelligent, and

fearless, Keely has shown
she’s not only adaptable

but ready to shine.

19. Lauren Nolan
Has made a seamless

transition into football
with speed, athleticism,

and game sense.

20. Caitlan Wagstaff 
The bravest footballer

around. Fearless from the
moment she steps on the

ground.

21. Ava Osborne
Quiet, considered, and a

natural leader. Her quality
shines with her versatility

as a second ruck .

22. Ruby Taranto 
Back from an ACL injury.
Finding confidence each
week either forward or in

the midfield.

24. Mariam Habib 
This season, she’s

selflessly sacrificed her
creative flair to help build

our emerging midfield,

26. Paige Tinworth
Paige brings grit and

toughness that reflect her
football pedigree. Trusted

to take on any role.

28. Charrouf Habib
Chaz is all football IQ—
sharp, strategic, quick

thinking and impossible to
ignore. 

31. Courtney Bottomley
With her catch cry of “See

ball, get ball, run ball,”
she’s made a consistent

impact.

35. Jessica Ponton
A can-do attitude and

unwavering commitment
to doing whatever the

team needs brings  all joy.

43. Chrissy Robertson
Her clean hands,

willingness to run and
carry, and commitment

make her a standout.

77. Ruby Ayers 
 Starting the season as a

defender, now swings
forward and loves hitting

the scoreboard.

Coach. 
Rob Bretherton

Assistant Coach:
Eli Bretherton

Assistant Coach:
Vic Taranto

Riddell 2025 Grand Final Team
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Macedon
Grand Final Team





How healthy is your
home loan?
With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.
 
We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it's still right for you and your current needs.
 
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank · Gisborne & District 5420 7210 and
Lancefield and Romsey 5429 5526

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101- 2126290) (02/25)
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Proudly supporting the RDFNL

Live Streams and the RDFNL

commentary team in 2025

Proudly supporting the RDFNL
Live Streams and the RDFNL

commentary team in 2025
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