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Continuing to keep
playing costs down
As Major Sponsors of the Riddell District Football Netball League.

Feel good about who you bank with.

And when you belong to one of Australia’s biggest banks, good things
happen with your banking too.

Find out more. Call us or search Bendigo Bank near me.
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Riddell District Football Netball League

ACROSS MY DESK
by Football Operations Cameron Pope

RRDFNL Round 11 Results – Senior Men’s &
Women’s
Results from a chaotic round 11 sees the
men’s competition become increasingly
tighter as we enter the final 6 weeks of footy.
Senior Men’s
· Kyneton 7.12 (54) def. Woodend-Hesket 7.3
(45)
· Romsey 21.10 (136) def. Gisborne Giants
12.14 (86)
· Riddell 18.9 (117) def. Macedon 5.4 (34)
· Diggers Rest 11.13 (79) def. Melton South 7.7
(49)
· Melton Centrals 17.8 (110) def. Lancefield
13.8 (86)
Senior Women’s
· Melton 4.5 (29) def. Romsey 3.3 (21)
· Mount Alexander Falcons 2.1 (13) def.
Lancefield 0.6 (6)
· Macedon 6.3 (39) def. Riddell 2.5 (17)

UMPIRES
Poor behaviour towards football umpires,
including verbal and physical abuse, is a
significant issue contributing to a shortage of
umpires, particularly at the junior and
community levels. Research indicates that a
substantial number of umpires experience
abuse, ranging from verbal insults to physical
assault. This has led to umpires leaving the
profession, creating a crisis in the sport. This
is a friendly reminder to be kind to everyone
this weekend especially at RDFNL venues.
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RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Both sides head into this match with plenty
to prove after disappointing losses last
week. While finals are still a mathematical
possibility yet unlikely, the Gisborne Giants
will walk into this match-up as a must win
encounter. The Giants will be buoyed by the
return to their home deck and will look to
rediscover the form that saw them claim a
15-point win over Lancefield in their Round
five clash earlier in the year. 
Expect Quigley to play a pivotal role
through the middle, setting the tone and
drive for the Giants. 
Lancefield, to their credit, have shown real
resilience over the past fortnight, playing
with more structure and hitting the
scoreboard consistently. They'll be looking
to build on those signs and turn
competitive performances into four-
quarter efforts. 
However, Gisborne’s class at home and
their edge in the midfield could prove
telling.
Thomas Sayers is coming off a big bag of
goals against Melton Centrals and will need
to be somewhere near that to hold the
Giants at bay.

Prediction: Gisborne Giants to win a close
one but Lancefield to put up a good fight. 

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Cameron Pope

This is set to be the match of the round as
2nd takes on 3rd in what could have major
implications for the final ladder positions.
Riddell have been a model of consistency
and professionalism in season 2025, with
the reigning premiers again looking the
part heading into the final stretch. A win
here would almost be enough to lock in a
top-two finish. Kyneton, meanwhile, are
under pressure. Despite holding their
nerve to beat Woodend-Hesket last week,
the Tigers will need to significantly lift if
they are to trouble the benchmark side of
the competition. 
With Wallan and Melton South breathing
down their necks on seven wins each, the
stakes are incredibly high. The last
meeting between these two saw Riddell
run out convincing 8-goal winners in
Round four. Kyneton will need to find
answers both in defence and through the
midfield if they’re to reverse that result,
but the form line suggests Riddell will
again have too many weapons across the
ground.

Prediction: Riddell by 40 points
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There’s plenty riding on this one as
Melton South look to rebound from a
tough loss to Diggers Rest. Sitting just a
game ahead of the log jam around sixth,
this is a must-win to stay in control of
their destiny. Macedon, on the other
hand, are reeling after being
comprehensively dismantled by Riddell
last week. It was a disappointing outing
for the Cats, and they’ll need a far better
effort if they want to keep their season
alive. With finals still a possibility, they’ll
be throwing everything at this one to keep
the pressure on the teams above them.
Macedon have been missing some key
players so if they come back this should
be a good content. Darley were also
without Sam Darley last weekend and his
impact is monumental.
 Prediction: Melton South by 18 points

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Cameron Pope

  Woodend-Hesket, the Centrals will be
eyeing this as a real opportunity to notch
back-to-back wins and build some late-
season confidence. Woodend-Hesket
were admirable in defeat last week,
pushing finals contender Kyneton to the
brink and falling short by just 9 points.
They showed real heart and effort—
qualities that will serve them well against
a Centrals side still finding consistency.
While this one won’t shape the finals
picture, it’s all about pride, effort, and
finishing the season strong. With both
sides evenly matched, it should go down
to the wire. 
Prediction: Woodend-Hesket by 10 points

After a string of defeats, Melton
Centrals finally returned to the winners
list last week and will be eager to keep
that momentum going. Hosting

This looms as one of the biggest clashes
of the round with significant finals
ramifications. Wallan, fresh off the bye,
will be rested and primed for a big
performance at home. Currently locked
in a fierce battle for top-four positioning,
a win here would go a long way to
securing their finals berth. Romsey head
into this clash full of confidence after a
dominant 50-point win over the Gisborne
Giants. The last time these two met,
Wallan were too strong and ran out five-
goal winners.
Prediction: Wallan by 37 points
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DIGGERS REST

DIGGERS REST FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
ACKNOWLEDGE OUR VALUED SPONSOR

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK LAURIE AND
THE TEAM AT ROCKLEIGH TOURS
FOR THE VALUABLE AND LOYAL
COMMITMENT TO OUR CLUB IN

SEASON 2025. YOUR UNWAVERING
SUPPORT IS SO GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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GISBORNE GIANTS

This week we're thanking Baringo Food & Wine and Johnson & Young Cranes
for their generous support of our club.

Today we are celebrating Gisborne Giants Disability Inclusion Day, where
all of our players will be wearing blue and yellow arm bands which are

the colours of Cerebral Palsy. Well done to our own Tate Kemp for
organising the day. Tate spoke to the playing group on Thursday night

regarding the importance to him of being in an inclusive club and how we
can continue to support people with disability. If you'd like to have

Tate speak to your club/school/business, please reach out to All
Abilities Public Speaking.

Last week we travelled to Romsey who got the better of us on the footy
field in all 3 grades. However, our netballers were terrific, winning a
close one in A grade by 2 goals, a 1 goal win in the 19's, big wins in C

and D grade while unfortunately we went down by 1 goal in a thriller in
B grade.

This week we welcome Lancefield to Macedon Ranges Sports Precinct. Go
Giants!

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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LANCEFIELD

Some big celebrations after last week with the Reserves scoring their first win
of the season and boy, did they enjoy it! Fair enough too because like all

Reserves teams there are a lot of ‘Heart and Soul’ types in these sides that are
committed to their club so sharing a win together for the first time in the

season is a real moment to celebrate. If you want to see a celebration wait until
our Seniors pick up their first win. The joint will explode. The Ressies weren’t

the only ones to bring home the win. The netballers had some success with B,
D and 19s getting the prize. A big few weeks coming up with all our netball sides

in the running for finals. Have a big July and it could set us up for September.
The girls just fell short in the footy going down by 7 points, to their bogey team,

the Falcons. Inaccurate kicking hurting but a chance to get the train back on
track with a big Friday night standalone game against Melton at home.

 
This week its off to Gisborne for our first visit against the Giants in Men’s footy
and the netball. Both Seniors football and A Grade netball had good matches
last time we met going one apiece. Fingers crossed for some big results this

week.
 

Keep the week after free, July 19, when we are back at home hosting Wallan.
We’ll have all the fun of the day with some of our new canteen offerings, we’ll
add a new line to one of the most extensive bar selections in the RDFNL and

the fires will be roaring. Unfortunately, the girls footy will be at Macedon, so we
won’t all be together, but they’ll be rushing back after the final siren to join us.
The fun really kicks in afterwards with the Players Beer Pong Night! The dress

up theme this year is ‘Rhyme Without Reason’. It kicks off at 6pm with first
games at 7pm.
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MACEDON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Dreaming of your next
adventure? The Macedon Cats

Football & Netball Club is giving
you the chance to WIN BIG in our

annual raffle! Every ticket sold
helps support the Macedon Cats
Football & Netball Club, funding
player development, equipment,

and community initiatives. It’s
your chance to win and give back

at the same time!

Scan the QR code or visit : 
https://macedoncats.com.au/major-raffle-2025/

Raffle Permit No: 10019/25 

MACEDON FNC
MAJOR RAFFLE
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MELTON BLOODS

The Bloods are back on the Winners list after last Friday nights game at Romsey Park.
With a heavily injured team and low numbers available, we banded together and
fought hard for each other out there in a very close game against Romsey to come
back from behind and win. The final scoreline being 21 - 29.

The best players named for Round 11 were Vivian Lam, Jordyn Syme, Pauline Hutchins,
Jodie Willis, Amy Hibbert and Helen Hutchins. 3 goals to Pauline Hutchins and 1 to
Alaynna Morren got us over the line in the end.

This week we head up to Lancefield for our third Friday Night Away game in a row with
a 7:00pm Bounce. Hoping to get another 4 points on the road and push to cement our
finals spot for the year. Lancefield have improved every game this year so we know it'll
be a hard trip away for us.

Go Bloods
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MELTON SOUTH

Riddell District Football Netball League
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As seen at all RDFNL
Grand Finals in 2024!

Click Here
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MOUNT ALEXANDER
Club Notes
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RIDDELL

THE RIDDELL RUB:

Please put the following 2 dates in your diaries!

LAST MAN STANDING – this is one of our favourite social events each year & is
getting bigger & bigger year on year. SUNDAY 10th AUGUST – 1pm start with

$10,000 as first prize. See Nic Hagan to buy a ticket.

LADIES WHO LUNCH: Our ladies are building on this day every year. A lady’s
social day with plenty of food, drinks, entertainment & fun and laughs! Lock in

SATURDAY 2nd AUGUST (home game against Wallan).
Club Membership

Great way to meet local people, support your local club. Buy a general
membership for as little as $50. Become a member of the 500 Club ($500). All

this money helps support the club we love. Purchase direct from the club
today or online: riddellfnc.com.au Please see bar staff at home games.

Sponsorship
Be part of our local community and sponsor the Club. Email for more info:

sponsorship@riddellfnc.com.au or see David “Snowy” Williamson.
We are committed to improving our local facilities for our community and

sponsorship is a major part of helping us do this.

Riddell District Football Netball League
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ROMSEY

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Proud supporters of the Romsey FNC in Season 2025
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WOODEND -HESKET

Woodend Hesket FNC – Club Notes: Round 13

Be the Difference – Road Safety Starts with Us We’re proud to join the TAC’s ‘Be the
Difference’ campaign this month. Whether you're heading home from training or a night out –
make safe choices. Having a drink? Handball the keys.

WHFNC MEGADRAW – 19 July Our biggest night of the year is nearly here! $100 gets you
entry, drinks, food, live music and a shot at over $10,000 in prizes. Limited to 400 tickets –
don’t miss out: https://square.link/u/7xSC9Kot

Round 13 Sponsors – Thank You! Thanks to Town Planning People for helping our region grow
the right way, and to Outdoor Steel Solutions for supporting strong communities – one
structure at a time. https://townplanningpeople.com.au/
https://www.outdoorsteelsolutions.com.au/

Good luck to all teams this weekend. Go Hawks! 💛🤎

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons
before getting your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 Click Here
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RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS

Cameron Thomson - Wallan FNC - Striking - One week
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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RDFNL Senior Womens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior womens

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



How healthy is your
home loan?
With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.
 
We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it's still right for you and your current needs.
 
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank · Gisborne & District 5420 7210 and
Lancefield and Romsey 5429 5526

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101- 2126290) (02/25)
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Romsey face the ultimate
challenge this week —
attempting to topple the
unbeaten powerhouse in
Macedon. Coming off a
tough loss to Melton,
Romsey will be determined
to put up a fight, but they
face a side that has been a
class above all season.
Macedon have already
locked in the minor
premiership and could be
forgiven for taking their
foot off the gas. However,
all signs point to a side
focused on perfection and
maintaining their
competitive edge heading
into finals. The previous
meetings between these
two were one-sided, with
Macedon winning by 61
and 55 points respectively.
Romsey will need to bring
everything they've got, but
it’s hard to see Macedon
letting this one slip.
Prediction: Cats by a few.
.

Riddell District Football Netball League
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RDFNL Senior Womens Previews
By Cameron Pope

This clash shapes as a
season-defining one for
both Lancefield and
Melton, with each side
sitting on five wins and
jostling for a coveted
finals spot. The stakes
couldn’t be higher.
Lancefield are under
pressure after two
consecutive goalless
performances and will be
desperate to rediscover
their scoring touch in
front of a home crowd.
Melton, on the other
hand, head into the
contest after a gritty win
over Romsey last week.
That momentum, coupled
with their narrow Round 7
win over Lancefield, could
give them the edge.
Interestingly, these two
sides have split their
head-to-head meetings
this year.
Prediction: Melton by 8
points

A cracking contest looms
between two sides with
finals ambitions. Mt
Alexander are riding high
after their win over
Lancefield and will be
itching to back it up with a
strong performance against
Riddell.
Riddell, meanwhile, are
looking to bounce back
after falling to ladder
leaders Macedon. A win
here is crucial to retaining
their second spot and
securing a favourable run
into finals. When these two
teams met earlier in the
season, Riddell sent a
strong message with a 12-
goal demolition.
That result won’t be
forgotten by Mt Alexander,
who will be keen to prove
just how far they’ve come
since that loss. Expect a
more even battle this time,
with finals like  intensity.
Prediction: Riddell by 2
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NETBALL MANAERS REPORT
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

Sport and volunteering are interlinked. In the
sport sector, we know that volunteers
ensure the activities of every sport of any
size and at all levels go ahead, are well run,
are accessible and inclusive. Volunteers
come out in huge numbers in all weathers
and at all hours to ensure sport activities go
ahead. It is our volunteers who allow sport to
form a critical part of the fabric of our
communities.
As the world gears up for the excitement of
the upcoming Paris 2024 Olympics, it's
important to recognize the unsung heroes
who make such monumental events
possible: the volunteers who help the RDFNL
competition come to life every Saturday and
Sunday and the odd Friday during the year.
Why Volunteers Matter in Sport
Volunteers are the backbone of any sporting
event, large or small. At the Paris 2024
Olympics, there will be 45,0000 volunteers
providing essential support, including event
coordination to athlete assistance, to ensure
everything runs smoothly. Without
volunteers, the Olympics and other major
international sporting events would face
overwhelming challenges and could not
proceed as envisioned.
Similarly, at a grassroots level, local sporting
clubs rely on volunteers to facilitate duties,
including managing day to day operations
and match day support roles. Unlike major
events, local clubs operate year-round,
making strong volunteer engagement crucial
to sustain club functioning throughout the
year.

Key Benefits of Volunteering

For Clubs and Organisations:
Operational Support
Community Building
Cost Savings
Club sustainability and growth
Diverse skills and expertise
For Volunteers:
Networking Opportunities
Skill Development
Career Exploration
Personal Fulfilment
Social connection

Despite the benefits of volunteering to both
sporting clubs and volunteers, many clubs still
face challenges in attracting and retaining a
sufficient volunteer base. These challenges
include:
Lack of Awareness: Potential volunteers may
not be aware of the opportunities available to
them or the impact they can make.

Perceived Burden: Some individuals view
volunteering as a significant time commitment,
which can deter them from getting involved.
Busy Lifestyles: People today are busier than
ever, juggling work, family, and other
commitments. This leaves little time for
volunteer activities.
Lack of recognition: Volunteers may feel that
their efforts go unnoticed and unappreciated,
leading to a sense of undervaluation.
Club Builder’s Volunteer Engagement Program
offers a promising solution by addressing these
gaps to ensure sports clubs generate more
volunteers and establish a supportive
environment. This functions to develop the
club and grow its relationship with the local
community.
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RDFNL Netball Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal scorers
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

When these two teams met earlier in the
season it was a fierce contest but
Lancefield have since fallen away. 
Gisborne Giants have played patches of
good netball and have done what they
needed to to get the results but they
havent blown anyone off the court as
such. 
Last week Lauren Clymo was a clear
best on court and did a great job
steadying the shit when the shootings
were down on shooting accuracy. 
This Lancefield line up will look vastly
different with several new players
coming in to cover injury and illness. 
This is a really important game for both
clubs if they want to stay in the hunt of
A grade finals. 
Grace Rogers is one handy pick up for
the Tigers but how will they all come
together when they haven't had any
time to work on cohesion.

Prediction: Giants to win this one by a
comfortable margin and stay in touch
with the top end of the A Grade
competition.

This one shapes as a bit of a danger
game for Riddell. 
Sitting well above Kyneton on the
ladder and playing some decent netball
Kyneton will be able to throw the
kitchen sink at this one. 
Riddell made some changes across the
entire court last week and looked a little
unsure until the gun spear head goaler
Bec Colwell took the court. 
Riddell got the win in the finish over the
cats. 
Kyneton on the other hand led early in
their contest against Woodend Hesket
but were unable to stick with them for
four quarters. 
Laura Bennie, Lauren Girvan and Lauren
Anglin were among the better
performers and their defence will need
to be on again this weekend to keep
Riddell at bay. 

Prediction: Kyneton to have plenty of
chances but Riddell to win in a close
game. 
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

Nothing seems to be going right for the
Panthers this season and they will be
hoping to get through unscathed, find
some positives and start turning their
attention to 2026.
Katie Clarke has been dealt soome injuries
and unavailabilities but this week will be
the first time we see Clair Oakley in action
for four quarters. 
It will be a good opportunity for their
young goaling end including Chloe Eyre
and Molly McGrath to get sone continuity
to their games. 
Tayla Chamra was impressive ast week in
defence against a tough opponent.
Prediction: Macedon to get the four
points in a good confidence boosting win.  

Melton Centrals came out swinging last
weekend and showed they mean business
with a big win over Lancefield. 
They played finals last year but have

fallen away and are sitting towards the
second half of the ladder. 
A late charge for finals is still definitely on
the cards.
Woodend Hesket continue to make
changes to their line up but their playing
coach Ty Coppinger is back from holidays
and will be looking for a strong second
half of the season.
Abbey Gedge didnt look out of place in
her first game for the club combining well
with Akira McCormack.

Prediction: Woodend Hesket to be too
strong.  

Both teams will have to bounce back
from losses. Wallan have had extra time
to think about their on court dilemmas
following the bye while Romsey had
plenty of opportunity but just could not
close the small margin they left out there
against the Gisborne Giants. 
Both teams are young but have plenty of
skill and the team that shoots well under
pressure will most likely come out on top.

Prediction: Based off current form
Romsey are going slightly better 








