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Riddell District Football Netball League

ACROSS MY DESK
by Football Operations Cameron Pope

As we approach finals some key by laws to
remember or revisit include:
Eligibility for Finals
SENIORS
a) A player must play in at least four (4)
premiership matches played over a minimum
of four (4) rounds of the current season to
qualify to play in the final series. A player
selected as an interchange player and whose
name is on the list of players exchanged
before the commencement of the match and
who is on the ground in uniform and ready to
play and remains so ready until the
conclusion of the match, shall for all
purposes be deemed to have played in such
match.
b) A registered player, playing four games
with the Reserves or Under 19.5, or a total of
four games in the Senior Grade, Reserve
Grade and Under 19.5 during the minor
rounds in any one season, shall be eligible to
play in the final series in the Senior Grade
competition.
c) In addition to 126 b, to be eligible to play
Reserves finals matches, a player must have
played a minimum of 1 game in that
competition in the home and away season.
The requirement to have played a minimum
of 1 game in the Reserves in the home and
away season to be eligible to play Reserves
finals matches does not apply if both the
Seniors and the Reserves of the player’s club
are playing finals on the same weekend.
d) Any player who, during the currency of the
season, has played MORE THAN 9 matches in
the minor rounds with the Senior Grade
of his Club :

i. shall be ineligible to play in the finals of
the Reserve Grade competition, except and
unless, the player belongs to a Club which
has
its Senior Grade and Reserve Grade teams
playing in the finals on the same weekend.
ii. shall be eligible to play in the finals of the
Under 19.5 competition if they have played
a minimum of four (4) Under 19.5’s games
during the Home & Away season, regardless
of how many Senior, Reserves & TAC Cup
games played.
e) A player may only participate in one
finals match in the age group the player has
qualified for in any round of a finals series.
No
player is allowed to play in more than one
finals match during the same round of
finals, the only exceptions to this rule are if
a club
has senior, reserve and U/19.5 teams in the
finals and find themselves short of players
in the reserves or U/19.5 competitions, it is
then permissible to bring a player up from
a lower age group to fill any vacancies.
f) A player is free to interchange between
his VFL and Under 18 TAC Cup club team
during the RDFNL home and away season.
g) A VFL listed player is eligible to play
finals matches provided they have met the
qualification rules as outlined in rule 126 a).
h) For the purpose of Senior Finals
Eligibility, RDFNL Club 18 matches shall be
counted towards Senior matches played in
the
RDFNL.
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RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Woodend Hesket came up all guns firing in
their senior clash with Melton South last we
after a fiery reserves encounter. 
Woodend Hesket were strong early but they
got overran.
Wallan on the other hand never looked in the
contest as they took on Diggers Rest.
Wallan went after some strong players in the
off season but some injuries to their big men
has seen them come up short. 
Woodend Hesket will fancy their chances if
they are there abouts heading into the last
quarter.
For Woodend Hesket Marcus Stapleton  is
seemingly everywhere. He works across to
cover the ground and denies teams in defence,
send Hawks into attack from the middle and
last week finished with four majors. 
Daniel Toman continues to get plenty of the
football with his equally impressive work rate
across the ground. 
For Wallan Matt Perri was the only multiple
goal kicker with goals on the day.
Pez has found some of his best form this
season and could be eyeing off another league
goal kicking medal if he has a strong second
half of the season. He is currently in fourth. 
Co Captain Sean Morris is having another good
year getting plenty of the football alongside
Viani who also played well last week. This is a
must win game for Wallan. 

Prediction: Wallan to get the job done and stay
in tuch with the contenders.

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Grace Bibby

Another fantastic match up of two teams who
will be wanting to finish the season strong and
go deep into finals. 
Riddell have just the one blemish on the
season so far and that came at the hands of
Diggers Rest. They were never headed against
Lancefield while Romsey had a good start
against the Kyneton Tigers and let the four
points go begging. 
Riddell will go into this one as favourites but
Romsey have an ability to play well against the
better sides in the competition.
Bryce Williamson has been putting in the hard
yards getting closer and closer to a player of
the week performance but each weeks falls
agonisingly short. 
Ben Borg also go plenty of the football against
Lancefield while Dean Galea was the usual
suspect up forward with four goals. 
He takes his tally to 31 for the season. 
Romsey had terrible issues in front of the big
sticks last week kicking just seven majors from
28 scoring shots.
Rayment did most of the damage in the
forward line and Milane and Pertzel got plenty
of the football. 
They will all need to be at their best this
weekend as they take on the bombers who we
know finish seasons well. 

Prediction: Riddell to get a strong win over a
respectable Romsey outfit.
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The cross town rivals meet again in front of
what we hope is a bumper crowd at Melton Rec
Reserve.
When these two teams met early in the season
it was still very much the unknown. 
After 10 round South look to be up and about
while Melton Centrals are just ticking over. 
Two players who Melton Centrals would be
wishing were still in their colours are the
Thorton Gielen brothers Jake and Will. 
Jake especially has a great game last weekend
as did the skipper Borden Collins who we all
thought would be missing through injury. Alex
Goodson is the spearhead up forward and he
finished with four goals as did Will Thorton
Gielen. 
For Melton Centrals Jake Armistead played
arguably his best game for the season kicking
three goals and finished with three goals in a
lone hand against the Cats.
Melton South were too strong in their first
meeting this season but we hope Centrals can
take it up to them second time around. 
Prediction: Melton South to be too strong for a
trying Melton Centrals.

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Grace Bibby

Over the off season they got a new coach and
new found energy and under Shan Campbell
they have looked very impressive. Their only
slight blip came when they were terrible
undisciplined against Macedon. 
Against Wallan they put a big score on the
board and cruised to victory thanks largely to
Campbell and Lester. 
This week they will be without James Walker
who is suspended. 
For Kyneton they were really late to the party
but got the job done against Romsey. 
Danny Grmusa is having a fantastic season. 
Prediction: Diggers Rest to win after a late
challenge for Kyneton.

Diggers Rest are looking the goods in season
2025 don’t you worry about that. 

Macedon did what they needed from a lack
lustre affair with Melton Centrals. 
Gisborne Giants have had a good taste of
senior football and then a break to freshen up
for the second half. 
Last time they met Gisborne Giants
challenged early but the Cats ran away with a
good win in the second half. 
Charlie Rosseti has been a solid player both in
the ruck and up forward for the Cats and was
last weeks player of the week. 
Matt Quigley has been the standout player for
the Giants bit we expect them all to improve
as the season goes on. 

Prediction: Macedon to win but Giants to
bring the margin in from their last meeting. 
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DIGGERS REST

DIGGERS REST FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
ACKNOWLEDGE OUR VALUED SPONSOR

FIRELINE
FIRE PROTECTION

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK CLINT AND
THE TEAM AT FIRELINE

FOR THE VALUABLE AND LOYAL
COMMITMENT TO OUR CLUB IN

SEASON 2025.
YOUR UNWAVERING SUPPORT IS SO

GREATLY APPRECITED.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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GISBORNE GIANTS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
This week we're thanking sponsors New Gisborne Dental House, L O'Grady

Constructions and Gisborne Golf Club. Thank you to all of our sponsors
for your generous support of the Gisborne Giants.

We're refreshed after having the double bye and looking forward to
travelling to local rivals Macedon for some competitive games on the

footy field and netball court this weekend. Well done to Macedon & the
RDFNL for a huge coordination effort with their indigenous round.

Congratulations to all the young Giants who have represented the RDFNL
in both football and netball interleague over the last few weeks.

A reminder regarding our upcoming Wimbledon themed function taking
place

next Saturday 28th June following our home match vs Melton Centrals.
Please see the below link to register:

https://form.jotform.com/251606717956870

https://form.jotform.com/251606717956870
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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LANCEFIELD

LADIES DAY….
We’re really proud of the contribution women make, not just to our club, but to our
community as well, so we want to celebrate them in a big way. Get ready for one of
the great Ladies Days at our home game on Saturday June 28. Winter has set in so

we’ll celebrate it with a Winter Wonderland theme in our marquee. You’ll be treated
to a gourmet grazing table and canapés while enjoying a complimentary cocktail on

arrival in your own take home souvenir glass. You’ll hear from our special guest
speaker for the day Australia’s former women’s cricket captain and ICC Women’s

Cricketer of the Year Karen Rolton. We’ll keep the good vibes going with $6
cocktails through the day and a DJ will keep things buzzing. We’ll have raffles,

prizes and good times as you celebrate, mingle and network in our Winter
Wonderland with the amazing women of Lancefield. Dress is ‘Winter Chic’, think

cosy meets classy, the day starts at 3pm sharp after our women’s footballers and
netballers show their stuff. Tickets are just $50, check out the QR code or Try
Booking link on our socials for tickets and we’ll see you there for a great day.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MACEDON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MELTON BLOODS

The Bloods had a really hard game in the cold up against Mt.Alexander last week
and couldn’t get across the line. The Falcons were fierce at home and proved too

strong. The final score 35-16.
 

Melton's best were Pauline Hutchins, Jordyn Syme, Talia Bozinovski, Vivian Lam,
Ashley Zahra & Lina Farrugia. Well done girls. Linda Morren and Jordyn Syme were

our goal kickers.
 

We've had some solid nights on the training track with a lot of reflecting and
working on where we need to improve in this very even competition.

 
This week we're back at the Bloodbank as we take on Lancefield at 11:30am. Last

time we both played each other it was such a close contest and we'll be expecting
the same tough game this week at Macpherson Park.

 
Another banner this week as Belinda Dolheguy is playing her 50th game Belle has
been at the club for a number of years now and is always working hard on and off
the field to improve her skills & fitness. We are so lucky to have her partner as our
runner and for her and her family to be apart of the Bloods. Congrats on 50 Belle

❤️ Goodluck for Saturday
Go Bloods

Riddell District Football Netball League
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MELTON SOUTH

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

It’s all happening at the club! Don’t miss our $3000 Draw on Saturday
21st June – kicking off at 6pm. Your $50 ticket gets you into the draw

plus 2 hours of free beer, wine, and soft drinks. 

Thanks to everyone who's been supporting the club on and off the field
– your energy keeps us going strong each week. 

Go Panthers!
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As seen at all RDFNL
Grand Finals in 2024!

Click Here



2025

Riddell District Football Netball League

MOUNT ALEXANDER
Club Notes
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RIDDELL

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

THE RIDDELL RUB:
A big welcome to RCJFNC today! There will be an U 9’s game at ½ time of the

Seniors and there will be a junior netball game between the B & A Grade
netball.

We also have one of our functions tonight – “Around the World”. Always a
popular night as you get to travel the world…

Club Membership
Great way to meet local people, support your local club. Buy a general

membership for as little as $50. Become a member of the 500 Club ($500). All
this money helps support the club we love. Purchase direct from the club

today or online: riddellfnc.com.au Please see bar staff at home games.

Sponsorship
Be part of our local community and sponsor the Club. Email for more info:

sponsorship@riddellfnc.com.au or see David “Snowy” Williamson.
We are committed to improving our local facilities for our community and

sponsorship is a major part of helping us do this.
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ROMSEY
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Club Notes

Proud supporters of the Romsey FNC in Season 2025
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WALLAN

Massive week for the club last weekend. It began with a strong win for the Club
18s against Darley on Friday. On Saturday we welcomed Diggers Rest. Excellent
results in the Netball with four out of five wins. On the football field the Under
19.5s had a great game and a narrow loose, while the Reserves an excellent win
against a strong Diggers Reserves team and in the Seniors unfortunately it was

not our day.

Congratulations to Amelia Haxby and Georgia Fern on their A Grade debut.

Congratulations to Alex Tomsky on his 200th Club. An outstanding achievement
and highly regarded, seeing Alex appointed Reserves captain for 2025. Well done

Alex!

Congratulations to Chris Stewart on his 300th Senior game. An amazing
achievement and an amazing career. Well done Chris!

This week the Club 18s are away again, at Romsey while everyone else will head to
Woodend Hesket. Go Wallan 🖤🤍🖤

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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WOODEND -HESKET

Round 9 saw us back at Gilbert Gordon Reserve for a competitive day against the Melton
South Panthers. While it wasn’t a clean sweep, we came away with three strong wins across
netball’s A, B and C Grades, and plenty of heart shown in all other games.
In the Senior Football, it was a real arm wrestle. The boys pushed hard all day, but a few
missed opportunities and a strong last quarter from the Panthers saw us narrowly fall short.
There were positives to take away – including standout games from Stapo, Tobi Duff Tytler,
and our midfield trio of Butler, Duggan and Toman. A special shout out to The Wiz for kicking a
goal in his 100th game!
The Reserves had plenty to play for as club stalwart Jesse Sheppard ran out for his 300th
game. The boys got around Shep early with a goal in the first quarter, and while Melton South
pulled ahead later in the day, it was fantastic to see so many familiar faces back in the mix.
Shep even slotted two for the occasion!
Our Under 19.5s continue to battle hard with a young group, boosted by support from the
Under 17s. Another five goals from Harrison Bate, and strong games from Ben Gladman and
Ethan Azzopardi were highlights.
Netball saw dominant wins from A, B and C Grades – with particular mention to Mackenzie
Brown, who notched up her 150th club game. Macca is a midfield machine and an integral
part of the team – congratulations! D Grade just fell short in a spirited effort, while our 19 &
Unders gained valuable experience against a slick opposition.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

MEGADRAW IS HERE!
Don’t miss our biggest social event of the
year – the WHFNC MegaDraw is
happening Saturday 19 July, 6:30–9pm at
Gilbert Gordon Reserve.
$100 per ticket gets you entry, food, beer,
wine and soft drinks, PLUS a shot at over
$10,000 in prizes (including a $5,000
major prize), live music, auction items and
great vibes. Tickets are limited to 400 –
grab yours now:
https://square.link/u/7xSC9Kot
THANK YOU TO OUR ROUND 10
SPONSORS
A big thank you to our Round 10
Matchday Sponsors – Bupa and Ritchies
IGA. Your continued support helps our
club thrive on and off the field. We
encourage all our members to support
those who support us!

Go Hawks! 💛🤎
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GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons
before getting your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 Click Here
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RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS

 Liam Tierney - Woodend Hesket - Striking - Two Weeks
James Chettle - Woodend Hesket - Rough Conduct - Two Weeks

James Waters - Diggers Rest - Striking - Two Weeks
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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Riddell District Football Netball League

RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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RDFNL Senior Womens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior womens

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



How healthy is your
home loan?
With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.
 
We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it's still right for you and your current needs.
 
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank · Gisborne & District 5420 7210 and
Lancefield and Romsey 5429 5526

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101- 2126290) (02/25)
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Macedon were too strong
for Romsey and Mount
alexander were too strong
for Melton setting this
game up nicely. Last time
they met it was a feirce
battle that the Cats only
just got out on top. Will it
be just as close this
weekend. Ruby Watts is the
Cats superstar while Tash
Ross Harris is just as good
for the Falcons. 
They both kick goal and
they both use the ball well
and get plenty of it. If the
coaches are reading this let
them go head to head. Give
the RDFNL Womens
supporters what they want. 
This is going to be a
fantastic game at Tony
Clarke Reserve.
Prediction: Macedon to
win in a close one. Mount
Alexander to really push
the Cats for four quarters.

Riddell District Football Netball League

2025

RDFNL Senior Womens Previews
By Grace Bibby

With the womens
competition evening up
and wins so crucial both
teams will be hunting the
four points from this
contest. Melton fell short
to Falcons last week while
Lancefield got back on the
winners list against Riddell
who they have exchanged
results with this season. 
For Melton Syme
continues her dominance
while Libardi is playing
well for Lancefield.
Lancefield were really
clean with their posession
last week and made the
most of their opportunities
and if they can continue
with that form this
weekend they will be hard
to stop.
Prediction: Lancefield to
get a good win over tough
competitions and give
themselves some
breathing room in second..

Once again with the
competition being so open
when it comes to the ladder
each game is do or die and
this one is important for the
teams wearing red and
black. 
Riddell looked like they were
going to quickly over take
any one in their sights but
the last few weeks they have
come back to the pack. We
know when Romsey have
their full list they are hard to
stop. 
Mady Brown is becoming a
genuine star at football over
night. 
For Romsey Zoe Hardiman
continues to be one of many
taking her game to new
heights in season 2025. 
Prediction: Riddell to get
the win and keep everyone
on their toes in the RDFNL
Womens Competition. 
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RDFNL Netball Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal scorers
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

It has no doubt been a big week behind the
scenes at Woodend Hesket as they had to lick
their wounds following a player point breach
last weekend. 
Woodend Hesket gave up the four points for
the first time this season following their win
against Melton South. Bec Hicks was not going
to play when they called upon superstar Akira
McCormack who is no stranger to the RDFNL to
join the attacking end.
The Hawks will be hoping Akira can fit inside
the points cap in the absence of Charli duff
Tytler for the remainder of the home and away
season. 
This weekend they will also be without their
key defender. 
Wallan had their best win of the season against
Diggers Rest and they will be looking to take
that momentum into this encounter. 
The midcourt battle will be crucial as both
ends are stacked. 
Laura Carland has quietly been going about her
business for the Hawks along side Sarah Duff
while Gen Carboon has moved back into centre
following the injury to Dakota Lister. 
Beth Barry looks set to make her A Grade
debut so we wish her the best of luck if she
takes the court. 
Prediction: Woodend Hesket to win just in a
very competitive game from Wallan who will
still play their role in making this competition
interesting.

This is a must win game for both teams. They
currently play finals but I am not sure anyone
sees them as a real powerhouse player just yet
but a win here could re write the script. 
Macedon lost Hetty Donahue to a broken wrist
during the week but she has quickly been
replaced with Claire Oakley looking set to make
her return to the RDFNL. 
Oakley was s star for Kyneton last season but
has since moved to Springbank in the Central
Highlands league and will now share her time
between two clubs. 
Much like Malia Seumanutafa. 
Seumanutafa has played just one game and
was arguably the difference as Giants knocked
off Riddell. 
Last time these two teams met Macedon led
early and Gisborne Giants kept coming. It was a
fantastic game that went goal for goal until the
final siren. 
Shooting accuracy on the day cost Macedon
but their young goaling duo have been able to
mature in a short amount of time and will be
looking to overcome that disappointment with
a win today. 
Prediction: Macedon to get a win despite
injuries and a depleted list. This one would
have hurt them early in the season and they
will be hungry. 
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

KThere has been nothing but drama between
these two clubs since Melton South made their
way into the RDFNL. 
We hope both teams can put the off field or off
court politics behind them and play some
strong netball. 
Elisa Butterworth Gonebale has played some
fantastic netball in recent weeks and Hayley
Hill is so good no matter where she plays.
Gloria Kolio was named in the best last week as
well. 
For Melton South it has been a hard slog this
season but they took the four points off
Woodend Hesket. It was probably not the
result they were after but they will take it none
the less. Addison West is a stand out while
Bonnie Cottam goes from strength to strength
in defence. They just need a strong presence in
attack to capitalise some of their hard work. 
Prediction: Melton Centrals to win this one
just.

While it is hard to see either of these teams
playing games like this mean a lot to clubs who
re struggling. Games where prior to taking the
court you feel like it is going to be
compretitive and even if you have a lapse you
might still be in the contest. 

It is no secret both teams have struggled this
season. 
Diggers Rest and Kyneton have some stars in
their line ups but they just dont have all the
links in the chain yet but they are building. 
Hristovska, Cannon and Robertson were the
three best players for Diggers Rest last
weekend as they went down to Wallan. For
Kyneton Anglin was one shining light. Tilly
Shepherd spent some time on the bench fir the
first time this season and we hop she is just
being managed and not suffering any injury. 
Prediction: This game should be really close
and hopefully both teams can take some
confidence out of it but I think Diggers REst will
win in a close one.

Riddell have been pretty up and down this
season falling short to Giants and then easily
accounting for Lancefield. 
Romsey on the other hand have beaten
everyone below them but just cant get the
scalp of a higher ranked team.
Ellen Close has been in some fantastic form in
goals while Finn McKeagney Stubbs is never
far from a great game. 
Bec Colwell hasnt played a lot of court time in
recent weeks but if she does play she will be a
tough match up for Josie Lepore. 
Prediction: Riddell to be too strong in this one. 








