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ACROSS MY DESK
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

What an exciting 10 days it has been in the
RDFNL world. From last Wednesday night
celebrating the future of our competition with
the Junior Presentation Night where several
individuals were recognized for their
outstanding seasons, to Junior Grand Finals
last weekend and now Senior Finals today. 
There is a hell of a lot of work that goes into
organizing these types of events and it
wouldn’t be possible without the help of our
volunteers, club coordinators, umpires and
our very dedicated RDFNL Board. 
While every season will have its ups and
downs, I honestly believe this has been our
best season yet.
In the junior finals we had all clubs
represented during grand finals across the two
sports.
On grand final day our 25 premierships were
shared across many clubs which is so exciting
to see. 
I think we can all agree now grading of our
junior competition has definitely improved the
evenness across the board. 
We are excited to see it continue to improve
results and limit the big margins as we all know
losing by a big margin can be detrimental to
the participation numbers. 
It was also awesome to see young men once
again participating in Sunday’s netball finals
and the best of our junior girls out on the big
stage.. 
We hope next year the RDFNL can take
another step in their inclusivity by introducing
a full boys netball competition in some
capacity to ensure that the boys in our
competition have somewhere to continue
playing once they age out of the mixed
competitions as well as continuing to grow the
girls football program.

We also crowned our first senior premiers of
the year Macedon in the senior womens.
It was great to see the hard work of the Cats
pay off as they went through undefeated but
also to the other five teams who were super
even and to Riddell for making a grand final
in their inaugural season.
From a senior perspective we will have all
clubs playing finals over the three venues
this weekend. 
We are looking forward to hosting finals at
Romsey today and Riddell and Diggers Rest
tomorrow. 
Like the junior competition the senior
competition has never been more even and
any of the top six teams could win the
premiership on their day. 
We want to thank for the players whose
season have come to an end for their
contribution to the season and we look
forward to seeing you continue to support
your club mates over the coming weeks. 
A huge thankyou to all the coordinators that
make this possible and also to league
partners.
We hope all teams play hard and enjoy the
next four weeks and we look forward to
seeing not four, but five fantastic games of
netball each day of the final’s series. 
Seeing more people on court and on the
ground enjoying the games we all love is
something we can all be very proud to play a
part in. 
While finals are intense, we do expect
everyone to be respectful of the umpires and
opposition. 
It is a big occasion and despite what it may
look like or how you feel about the situation
everyone is trying their best.
Good luck to all those teams competing.
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RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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It has been an uphill battle for our two
premiership favourites as both have
struggled to the end of the home and
away round. Diggers Rest have lost two in
a row while Riddell have coughed up two
in their last four. 
Playing for a spot in a qualifier next week
make both teams hungry but we know
there will be some star players on the
sidelines. 
Lester and Tarczon two heavy hitters
from their respective teams cancle each
other out and level the playing field. 
Deal Galea will be the spearhead up
forward for the Bombers with Anderson
the likely match up. 
Both teams will be looking to get the
upper hand and take some confidence
into the rest of the season. Each time
during the season Diggers Rest have come
out on top. Prediction: Diggers Rest. to
win in a close. one. 

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Cameron Pope

Some say third is the best place for a top
six but it also means a dicey first round
game where you come up against a team
with nothing to lose. Wallan have been up
and down this season and some injuries to
key players have hurt them. 
John Bellino made his way back into the
seniors and kicked a bag last week while
his mate Carlisle has spent some time in
the ruck and now looks to have settled in
the back half. 
Ethan Foreman will be hoping some key
players such as Caleb Fisher can nullify
the impact of Wallans midfield of Boyall
and Morris. 
Prediction: Wallan to win comfortably. 

Wallan have finished in third spot and
with that will take on Kyneton who have
finished in sixth.

As we all know Melton South have ben
starved of success in the Ballarat league
and this year ahve recruited well and
made finals. Congrats to Zippy and his
team. Interestingly Sam Darley has been
named for the clash when many thought
his season was done. 
Darley and Picket are the standouts but
Pritchard is also having a great year. 
For Macedon the danger will be Jason
Cooke who plays his best football late in
the season.
This could go either way and who ever
progresses will be dangerous next week. 
Prediction: Macedon experience to shine.
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DIGGERS REST

DIGGERS REST FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
ACKNOWLEDGE OUR VALUED SPONSOR

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK BRIAN AND
THE TEAM FROM METLAM AUSTRALIA

FOR THE VALUABLE AND LOYAL
COMMITMENT TO OUR CLUB IN

SEASON 2025.
YOUR UNWAVERING SUPPORT IS SO

GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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GISBORNE GIANTS

Congratulations to all Gisborne Giants Junior teams for their terrific
seasons, and well done to our premiership winners:

- 15 & Under Div 1 Netball
- 13 & Under Div 1 Netball
- 11 & Under Div 2 Netball
- 11 & Under Div 1 Netball

- Under 15 Orange Football

This weekend we have 19.5's football, and in netball we have A, C, D &
19's all playing finals at either Romsey (Saturday) or Riddell (Sunday).
It is an exciting time at the Gisborne Giants with plenty of re-signings
for players staying around in 2026 which can be viewed on our social

media channels.
A reminder regarding the upcoming Presentation Night on Friday 19th

September, with ticket sales closing on 1st September.

Good luck to all teams this weekend. Go Giants!

Riddell District Football Netball League
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LANCEFIELD

The sun is warmer, the days are longer and the finals are starting. It's that
special time of the year when everything is good again. This year is no

exception at Lancefield with our A, B and D grade sides making finals on top of
the earlier success of our women's football side. Congratulations to our girls

who step out this weekend after qualifying for finals.

D Grade, in their first ever season, have made finals, finishing 5th on the ladder.
B Grade have finished 2nd on the ladder, just as they did last year, having only

dropped 3 games over the last two home and away seasons, while A Grade who
only last year broke a 616 day losing streak, and only avoided the wooden
spoon by percentage, have made the finals 2,898 days since Lancefield’s A

Grade were last in a final. Congratulations to all the girls and their coaches, it's
a great achievement to come from where you have and you should all be

rightly proud of your achievements. Good luck to everyone. 

Good luck to all the clubs and teams participating in finals over this weekend. It
takes a lot of work and commitment not just from players but all the coaches,
coordinators and volunteers. We hope everyone enjoys their successes. Cheer
your side on without denigrating the opposition and remember the umpires are

people doing their best and usually in a better spot than you to see what's
happening.

Presentation Night: The Lancefield FNC Presentation night takes place on
Saturday September 6th at the Lancefield Mechanics Institute. We've taken on
past feedback that players would love it to be held in our town so, with a lot of

work required to put it together in a local venue, we're up for the challenge!
Check out our socials for all the details but be aware tickets are strictly limited.

We'll have a gourmet 2 course dinner provided by the chefs at Lancefield
Hotel, all the awards and vote counts for each side and finish it off with a live

band.
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As seen at all RDFNL
Grand Finals in 2024!

Click Here
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Welcome to the 2025 finals! Firstly, we are very, very proud of our women’s football
team making the grand final last week. Though they were beaten by an experienced

side in Macedon, the journey they took us on was beyond all expectations! Can’t
wait for 2026. Well done Rob, Molly & girls.

We have had another successful year on the field with all footy teams making finals.
Seniors finished 2nd on ladder & will play favourites Diggers Rest.

Reserves finished 5th and will play Melton South. 19.5’s will play Kyneton after also
finishing 5th. Good luck to the coaches, players and all involved!

Netballers all play on Saturday at Romsey apart from D Grade who missed finals by
half a game after a draw earlier in the year. A Grade finished 2nd on ladder. B Grade

finished top – undefeated. C Grade finished 2nd and 19’s finished the year in second
spot. The Netballers as always have been super competitive, and we look forward to

watching them over the next few weeks!

GO BOMBERS!!
A great day was held on Friday at our annual Sportsman’s Day luncheon with guests

Billy Brownless, Daisy Thomas & Stevie Johnson. Hosted by our local lad Tommy
Sheridan, there were plenty of laughs, beers and delicious food. Thanks to our

President James for organising.

THANK YOU AS ALWAYS TO OUR SPONSORS! WITHOUT THEIR SUPPORT THERE IS
NO CLUB.
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Proud supporters of the Romsey FNC in Season 2025
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WALLAN

Another big week for the Wallan FNC. On Friday night the Club 18s finished their
home and away season with a trip to Darley. The boys had a good win and are now
preparing for their first final to be played at home against Darley on Friday night at

7pm.
On Saturday we made our way Diggers Rest FNC. Again it was an early start for the D
Grade netballers with their game starting at 8.05am. The weather was delightful and

enjoyed by all. The C Grade netballers had another draw. The A and B grade
netballers had excellent wins which puts them in a great position to potentially play

finals. The 19 & Under netballers continued on their winning way.
It was great to see another three Wallan Junior Football Club Under 17.5s play with

the Under 19.5s as they were again a little short on numbers with illnesses and
injuries. Both Dom Luci and Haze Mitchell along with Jack Brundell didn’t look at all
out of place and played very well. Dom kicked five goals and the Under 19.5 had an

excellent win. A great reward for their hard work.
The Reserves were also able to come away with a hard fought win.

In the Seniors Liam Ottema made his senior debut. Always a big game against
Diggers Rest but Liam handled the occasion very well and was a valuable

contributor to an excellent team win. In addition Dylan Coldrey kicked his first
senior goal!

After the big day at Diggers Rest it was time to head back to Wallan for the band
night. Thank you to everyone who organised and helped make the night a great

success.

Today we will welcome the Gisborne Gaints for the final round of the 2025 season.
🖤🤍🖤
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WOODEND -HESKET

This week, the spotlight shines bright on our netballers - three fierce, determined
teams who’ve earned their place in the Qualifying and Elimination Finals. It’s not
just a reward for a season of grit and growth - it’s a chance to write the next
chapter in Hawks history.

A Grade, C Grade, and D Grade - you’ve done the hard yards. You’ve trained in
the cold, fought through injuries, and backed each other every step of the way.
Now, it’s time to bring that fight and fire to the finals court.

A Grade led by experience and anchored by resilience, they’ve shown they can
match it with the best, finishing the season on top of the ladder as the leagues
Minor Premiers and are hoping to achieve the leagues first Premiership 3 peat.
C Grade has been the quiet storm all season - consistent, composed, and clutch
when it counts. This team is peaking at the right time of the year.
D Grade has shown incredible growth, and their hunger is undeniable. With their
mix of youth and experience, this team has speed and belief.

This weekend isn’t just about winning - it’s about showing who we are. Hawks
don’t back down. Hawks rise and fight to the end.
So, to our players, coaches, and supporters: bring the noise, bring the passion,
and let’s fly together. Finals are here - and we’re ready. Go Hawks!

Riddell District Football Netball League
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GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons
before getting your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 Click Here
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How healthy is your
home loan?
With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.
 
We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it's still right for you and your current needs.
 
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank · Gisborne & District 5420 7210 and
Lancefield and Romsey 5429 5526

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101- 2126290) (02/25)
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NETBALL MANAERS REPORT
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

I remember standing on the netball court as
a young girl, laces tied tight, heart pounding,
eyes scanning the court like it was a
battlefield. There weren’t thousands of
people watching. There wasn’t even a
scoreboard that worked half the time. But
what we lacked in fanfare, we made up for in
fire.
Today, that same fire is blazing trails across
stadiums, screens, and the hearts of millions.
Women’s sport—especially netball and
football—is no longer waiting on the
sidelines. We’re front and centre, taking the
game to new heights with skill, strength, and
unapologetic ambition.
Netball has always been a sport dominated
by women, but it’s only recently that the
world has started to pay proper attention.
Fast-paced, strategic, and fiercely
competitive, netball demands not only
athleticism but unity. You win together or
not at all.
I’ve played in rain, heat, and heartbreak. I’ve
seen women push through injuries, juggle
full-time jobs, children and still show up,
game-ready. That’s the spirit of netball—
quietly resilient, often underestimated, but
unstoppable when in motion. And now,
leagues like RDFNL are giving these warriors
the platforms they’ve long deserved.
Sport gives women more than just physical
strength—it builds confidence, leadership,
mental toughness. It teaches us how to fail,
how to rise, how to fight for what we believe
in. 
Girls in sport grow into women who speak
up, take charge, and defy limits. And we need
more of them—on the pitch, in boardrooms,
in politics, in life.

To Every Girl Watching
Whether you’re passing a netball in the
park or kicking a football on the street—
know this: You belong. You’re strong. And
the game needs you.
So, lace up. Take the shot. Break the
silence. Make the noise. Because we’re not
just playing anymore.
We’re winning.
Come celebrate us, eith me on September
3 , 2025.rd
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Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal scorers
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

Woodend Hesket will go into the finals as
gfavourites but a loss to Romsey noone
saw coming. Woodend Hesket were
without Gerogia Bowkett who makes a
huge difference to their line up. Many
thought Charlee Duff Tytler would be
back but the Hawks will have to put their
faith in Natalie Mcdonald who has been
outstanding all year. Bit of a shoot out
between Bec Colwell and Bec Hicks in this
one and last time they met it was just two
goals the diff. 
If Riddell are within five goals at half time
they can easily run over the top. 
They are the best second half team in the
competition by a long way. 
Prediction: Woodend Hesket get back on
the winners list in extra time.

Gisborne giants lost to Wallan last week
and have the tough task of turning things
around in a matter of days.
Giants will still be the favourites but
Wallans second half of the season has
been very impressive.

There were some injury concerns for Bec
Konstopulous late in the game last week
and Wallan will need her fit and firing. 
Olivia Craske was the best for Giants and
will also need another strong game. 
Wallan have a way of winning finals they
are not expected to and I reckon another
upset is brewing in this one. 
Prediction: Wallan to win in a close one
and end what has been a fantastic first
season for Gisborne. 

LThere is always plenty of spice in this
contest with Cirara Stewart the long time
Cats coach now at the helm for the
Tigers. 
Both teams have been up and down and
there has been plenty of player
movement with players in and out of the
a grade teams. 
Claire Oakley will be a big in for the Cats
in the shoot out with Shanae Brundell a
former Cat as well. 
Wile Bella Colladetti has had a great
season in defence for Lancefield. 
Lancefield has a hot start to the year but
their form has left them a little late. 
Macedon will be hungry to win this one
and keep progressing. 
Prediction: Macedon to get the job done. 
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