
Round 9 June 14th 2025



Community Bank
Gisborne & District, Lancefield and Romsey

Continuing to keep
playing costs down
As Major Sponsors of the Riddell District Football Netball League.

Feel good about who you bank with.
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ACROSS MY DESK
by Football Operations Cameron Pope

Senior Football Recap Round 8 delivered
some decisive results as teams start to firm
their positions leading into the second half of
the season.

· Macedon secured their second win of the
year, defeating Woodend-Hesket 10.11.71 to
6.5.41.

· Wallan was too strong for Melton Centrals,
running away 16.17.113 to 5.6.36.

· Diggers Rest recorded their fourth
consecutive win and sixth for the season,
comprehensively beating Lancefield
18.22.130 to 3.7.25.

· Melton South held off Kyneton 12.15.87 to
10.6.66 in a crucial win that intensifies the
race for finals.

· Riddell delivered a commanding
performance against Gisborne Giants,
winning 30.22.202 to 7.3.45. 

The percentage boost places Riddell outright
second on the ladder, just half a game behind
league-leaders Diggers Rest.

Senior Women’s Football – Round 8 Results

 It was another strong showing from the
RDFNL women with some standout
performances:
· Romsey edged out Melton in a tight contest,
winning 5.2.32 to 4.5.29.

· Macedon overcame Lancefield 10.4.64 to
7.4.46 in a quality contest.
· Riddell dominated Mount Alexander,
cruising to a 11.9.75 to 0.1.1 victory.

Junior Interleague Football took place over
the long weekend, both the male and
female RDFNL junior interleague teams
competed against some of the region’s
best talent. 

Our RDFNL sides showed marked
improvement, pushing their opponents in
several close matches. 

The players gained valuable experience and
demonstrated the growing depth and
quality of RDFNL’s junior football
programs. We are all very proud of what
they were able to achieve representing the
RDFNL.

The RDFNL would like to thank the coaches,
players and parents who supported the
program again in 2025. 

Shout out to Rob Beatson who was at a
venue every day keeping and eye on all the
up and coming stars of the RDFNL and
hopefully players who will one day make it
into the talent pathway via the Coates
Talent League. 

The RDFNL will commence the 2026
program at the end of this year. If you
would like to be involved please reach out
to Grant vis grant@rdfnl.com.au.
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RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Woodend Hesket will be looking to bounce
back from a disappointing performance against
arch rival Macedon while Melton South will be
hoping to continue on their winning ways
following an impressive win over Kyneton.

Woodend Hesket just couldn’t make any
inroads forward of centre and dispute Daniel
Toman racking up plenty of the football it
wasn’t enough for the Hawks to compete.

Toman and Marcus Stapleton have been two
shining lights this season but they need some
more assistance if they are going to get 2025
up and going.

At the minute there is too much work being left
to too few.

For Melton South Goodson slotted another
four goals and their skipper Broden Collins has
been dominating in the middle of the ground
but is suspected to have picked up a hamstring
injury prior to the long weekend bye.

Melton South have been the surprise packet of
the season so far and if they are serious they
should win this one, but Gilbert Gordon isn’t an
easy ground to play.

Prediction: Melton South to have a strong win
over Woodend Hesket.

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Grace Bibby

Lancefield have had a rough start to the
season and remain winless in the senior men’s
competition and in terms of challenges they
will be up against it again this weekend when
they take on Riddell.

On the back of a thrashing against Diggers Rest
they will have to regroup quickly to avoid a
similar result against the Bombers.

Miles is doing a good job between the arcs for
the Tigers racking up inside and rebound 50s
but they just don’t have a reliable big target in
the forward fifty.

They managed just three goals in their last
outing and all were single goal kickers.
For Riddell they trounced Gisborne Giants on
the back of their first lost in almost 12 months.

Tommy Alkemade and his mate Dylan Tarczon
ran riot in the middle of the ground and Dean
Galea got on the end of seven majors while
Lachie Hay is proving to be a good recruit
kicking five.

Riddell are a proud team and they wouldn’t
have liked the loss to the Burra and Giants felt
every ounce of it.

Prediction: Hard to see the Bombers losing this
one but it wasn’t that long ago Lancefield
knocked them off in similar circumstances.
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Iyneton taking on Romsey is this weeks match
of the round.
It is crucial for both teams to get the four
points.
Kyneton started the year strong but have
slipped away in recent weeks and they will be
looking for a scalp of a team inside the top five
to really cement themselves in the mix.
Romsey haven’t had any howlers yet but also
haven’t come out all guns blazing agains some
quality opposition.
This will be a good indication of where they
both sit.
Angus Nolte has been in good touch in front of
goals kicking another three against the
Panthers while the ball winners have and will
no doubt continue to be Caleb Fisher and
Danny Grmusa.
For Romsey they are fresh of the bye and then
the long weekend bye so it’s been a
considerable amount of time since their last
game.
They will be hoping there are no cobwebs and
they can get a good start against Kyneton.
Prediction: Kyneton in a close one.

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Grace Bibby

 bounce back to be competitive against
Macedon who had a strong win over the Hawks.
Centrals recruits are doing everything they can
but their depth is an issue and would be
concerning for the coaching group.
Layton and Brancatisano were their goal
kickers kicking three and two respectively and
were ranked one and two in terms of the
ranking points.
For Macedon Nippa Wright kicked a couple of
fantastic goals to feature not once but twice in
the plays of the week.
Jason Cooke kicked three and it was good to
see Matt Dick in the side and playing well with
24 disposals.
The positive for Macedon was they completely
dominated and had many more scoring shots
than the Hawks.
Macedon had a tough draw but will need to win
this one to stay in touch with finals.
For Melton Centrals Cats on the back of the
bye will be an opportunity for them to sneak a
win from a finals contendor.
Prediction: Macedon to win this one
comfortably.

Melton Centrals were smashed by Wallan
prior to the break and they will need to

Rounding out the weekend of mens football is
the clash between Wallan and Diggers Rest.
It is no secret these clubs love beating each
other whether it’s in the reserves or the seniors
there is always a lot on the line.
Both teams are in good form having recorded big
wins prior to the Kings Birthday Bye.
Prediction: Diggers Rest to remain undefeated.
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DIGGERS REST

DIGGERS REST FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
ACKNOWLEDGE OUR VALUED SPONSOR

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK BRIAN AND
THE TEAM FROM METLAM AUSTRALIA

FOR THE VALUABLE AND LOYAL
COMMITMENT TO OUR CLUB IN

SEASON 2025.
YOUR UNWAVERING SUPPORT IS SO

GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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GISBORNE GIANTS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
Before the bye for the long weekend, the Giants travelled to Riddell

achieving mixed results across both the footy field and netball court.
In the footy, our 19.5's had a hard fought victory, before both the
reserves and seniors were well beaten. Over on the netball court,

victories to our 19's, D grade, C grade and A grade. Our B grade girls
went down in a close one.

We have another opportunity for rest this weekend, before heading over
to Macedon on 21st June.

Our next function is the Wimbledon table tennis tournament being held on
June 28th after our next home game against Melton Centrals. To register

for the tournament, please click here:

 https://form.jotform.com/251606717956870
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KYNETON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes



2025

LANCEFIELD

A big day at Lancefield Park where the Tigers take on Riddell. This is always a significant
game as Riddell played their first ever game as a club in 1888 against none other than
Lancefield. The Lancefield team, in their maroon jumpers with a light blue sash, were
too strong and experienced for the new Riddell side who were laying the foundations

that day of a great new club that continues to this day. It was a significant year for
Lancefield too as they would go on to win their first ever premiership or, ‘Champions of
the District’, as it was then known against the Rose of Kilmore side. For 137 years since
Lancefield and Riddell have continued to match their best against each other, not just
in the home and away games but playing against each other in some great Grand Final
clashes. Good luck to both clubs and let’s hope we are still locking horns for another

137 years.
 

Men’s Football: Lancefield go in to today as rank outsiders sitting on the bottom of the
ladder without a win and taking on the reigning premiers Riddell. That doesn’t mean

the Tigers will be rolling over without a fight. The last time Lancefield won in the
seniors it was against the Bombers on this ground so hope springs eternal and you’ll

never know if you don’t have a go.
 

Women’s Football: What a clash this looks set to be! These 2 teams sit 3  and 4  on the
ladder and the last time they met the margin was just 2 points. Expect this one to go

right down to the wire again.

rd th

 
Netball: Hopefully the weather holds out because these will be standing room only

affairs. In B Grade it’s Lancefield, top of the ladder and undefeated, against Riddell 2
on the ladder and also undefeated! Grab a spot and enjoy the 2 top teams in B grade

test each other out at 12.20. In A grade it’s Lancefield, 2  on the ladder, against Riddell
3 . The Tigers have gone from zero wins in 2023 and 2 wins in 2024 to having their eyes
on the finals in 2025. This game starts at 1:45 and the winner of this can just about lock

their spot in the finals away.

nd

nd

rd

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes



2025

Riddell District Football Netball League



2025

MACEDON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MELTON BLOODS

The Bloods had a close game against Romsey but couldn’t get across the line.
Romsey brought some strong players in which the Bloods found hard to match.

The final score being 29-32.
 

The best players for Round 8 were Jordyn Syme, Pauline Hutchins, Linda Morren,
Kandise Mallinson, Amy Hibbert & Vivian Lam. Congratulations ladies on a great

game played. Our goal kickers for the game were Pauline kicking 2 and Dani & Helen
kicking 1 each.

 
The Bloods used the week off to regroup and address our team strengths and

weaknesses in our mid season review with our coaches. The team found it very
beneficial and have been working hard on the training track.

 
This week we head up to Harcourt to face Mount Alexander at 2:30pm. We know
the vibes are always good up at the Falcons home and we are sure it will be a fun

competitive game for both clubs.
 

Another banner for this week as we have Claudia Sierra playing her 50th game.
Claudia started at the Bloods as a Junior back in 2018 and played through to 2022
before joining our Senior team this season. We were so excited when she decided

to come aboard the Senior club. Claudia has a strong mark and is a positive
presence around the club always smiling and bringing positive energy to the team.

Congratulations on 50 Clauds, we know you will have a great game.
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MELTON SOUTH

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

It’s all happening at the club! Don’t miss our $3000 Draw on Saturday
21st June – kicking off at 6pm. Your $50 ticket gets you into the draw

plus 2 hours of free beer, wine, and soft drinks. 

Thanks to everyone who's been supporting the club on and off the field
– your energy keeps us going strong each week. 

Go Panthers!
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As seen at all RDFNL
Grand Finals in 2024!

Click Here
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Club Notes
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RIDDELL
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ROMSEY

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Proud supporters of the Romsey FNC in Season 2025
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WALLAN

Round 8 - Wallan travelled to Arnolds
Creek to play Melton Centrals at home. The
weather was not what we had expected, it
turned out to be a beautiful sunny day.
The day started late for Football with
Under 19.5 having a bye. Reserves had a
strong win with Blaide Dickson kicking 8
goals, and our Seniors won by 77 points
with Matt Perri kicking 5 goals.
On the netball court, the D Grade ladies
tried their best but were not good enough
against Melton. C Grade took the win with
Cassandra Leech shooting 31 goals and
Ailish Donegan great in defence. Under
19’s proved too strong for Melton, with all
players doing their job to get the win. B
Grade fought hard in the last quarter, not
quite getting there, with Melton winning by
4 goals in the end. The final game of the
day saw both teams left with that strange
feeling when the game ended in a draw for
A Grade.

We welcome Diggers Rest to Greenhill
Reserve this Saturday, Big games in
football with Diggers on top in the Seniors,
and 1 v 2 play in Reserves. The weather is
looking a bit cold, but the football and
Netball should be great.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

$5000 DRAW –
SATURDAY 12TH JULY.

Buy a ticket, enjoy a great
night, support the club

and try your luck. Contact
Jenni Wood, Stephen

Shephard or committee
for a ticket.
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WOODEND -HESKET

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Let’s fill GG with brown & gold and make it a game to remember!
- Bring your mates

- Wear your colours
- Cheer loud

- Show Shep how much he means to this club!
You don’t want to miss this one.

Legends like Shep don’t come around often - let’s celebrate him the way he deserves!
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GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons
before getting your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 Click Here
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RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS

Jackson Wadden - Riddell Seniors-  22.2.2 (a) intentionally or carelessly
(v) engaging in rough conduct against an opponent). - 3 Weeks
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal kickers.
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RDFNL Senior Womens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior womens

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



How healthy is your
home loan?
With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.
 
We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it's still right for you and your current needs.
 
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank · Gisborne & District 5420 7210 and
Lancefield and Romsey 5429 5526

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101- 2126290) (02/25)
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RDFNL Senior Womens Previews
By Grace Bibby

Mount Alexander and
Melton will both be looking
to bounce back from
disappointing results prior
to the bye. Mount
Alexander were no match
for Riddell while Melton
fell short to Romsey who
they defeated early in the
season. 
For Mount Alexander a lot
rides on their player
availabilies and at home
they generally put a tough
team on the park. 
For Melton they will need
to find another gear.
Melton in recent years
have had a lull in the
middle of the season
before they find good form
late. 
They will need the captain
Syme to continue her
strong season along side
Mallison.
For Flacons Napolitano is a
player to watch,
Prediction: Melton to win.

Macedon have been
challenged the last two
weeks and will want to
continue their
improvement if they are
going to finish the season
on top. They look to have
taken their foot off the
pedal and despite still
getting the four points the
opposition are coming. 
Romsey had their best win
since their womens team
was establish last week and
with the likes of Snell and
Crowther in the team they
are a serious chance to do
what noone else has been
able to in the recent two
season.
Charlotte Noonan
currently leads the lead
goal kicking race and will
be a key for Macedon to
kick a big score.
Prediction: Macedon to
win in a close one. Romsey
to really push the Cats for
four quarters.

VThese teams have already
met twice this season and
each time they came has
been a hard contest. Riddell
are in slightly better form
with the four points over
Mount Alexander in
commanding fashion but
LAncefield played a great
game to get within three
goals of the reigning
premiers. 
Alice Bromley was the
player of the week and Lilly
Bromley has also been
playing well. 
For Riddell Ruby Taranto is a
star up forward and Mariam
Habib continues her
dominance in the mid field.
Getting first use of the
football will be crucial for
both teams.
Prediction: A high quality
high scoring game of
womens football with
Riddell taking the points
over Lancefield. 
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RDFNL Netball Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



2025

Riddell District Football Netball League

RDFNL RESULTS

Click Here for ladders. match details, best players and
goal scorers
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

This game will be a tough for Melton South and
their supporters. 

Melton South have been struggling in the A
grade competition and coming up against
Woodend Hesket is no easy feat.

Woodend Hesket were challenged in their
recent outing against the Cats but they still ran
away winners.
They have the best defence in the competition
with the combination of Ty Coppinger who is
the playing coach alongside Hayley Rogers and
Georgia Bowkett.

South suffered a big loss at the hands of
Kyneton.

The Panthers seem depleted on each line
despite some strong efforts from Bonnie
Cottom and Charlie Mangan last week.

Bec Hicks continues to shine in her court time
with the Hawks.

The competition know the Hawks will be
missing players in the second half of the
season so clubs will be hunting a few scalps of
the undefeated team.

Prediction: Hawks to win comfortably.

Lancefield had a good hit out with the Burras
before the King Birthday full competition bye.
The week off will have given the Tigers the
chance to freshen up and get some injured
players back on court.

They have also picked up a couple of new
players.
Tyla Evans is doing a fine job of filling the void
of Shaid Sasalu while Mia Daly has been
dominating the mid court.

Having Chloe Hodgson back has giving Daly the
support she needed to take her game to
another level.

Riddell will have to bounce back after they lost
to Gisborne Giants. 
Riddell struggled to stop or put enough
pressure on to created turn overs in their
defensive half.

Mady Brown was the Bombers back and will be
important this weekend if they are to nullify
the impact of Daly and Hodgson.

The holding goal shooter didn’t allow Riddells
defence to sag and read the play so Brundell
will be another tough match up this weekend.

Prediction: Riddell to bounce back with a win.
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RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

Kyneton will be hopeful that their big win prior
to the by will be the start of a strong second
half of the season.
Michelle Fletcher was outstanding against
Melton South but it started with the amount of
ball the Tigers were able to send inside the goal
circle.
Fletcher was the player of the week for her 46
goals from 68 attempts.
Tilly Shepherd is always a tough match up for
any of the attackers.
Charlize Bellette has her best year yet in the
RDFNL and is currently second on the total
goals scored.
We know Romsey lost a lot of their list in the
off season and this is a younger less
experienced line up.
This win is crucial for both teams to set up a
confident second half of the season.
Prediction: Kyneton to win in a close one.

Melton Centrals and Macedon always shapes
up as a big contest. It’s clear neither team
enjoy how the other play. Games have been
physical and hard fought.
Avana Hobson is always the key player for
melton centrals holding down the defensive

 end along side Hayley Hill who’s work rate is
outstanding.
Macedon defence is always their strength with
Clarke and Birch season campaigners.
For Melton Centrals they have a strong
combination of youth and experience with
Imogen Sexton and Bec Morabito.
For Macedon their attacking end is just youth.
Chloe Eyre and Molly McGrath are both new to
the club while Hetty has been on the rise for a
little while now.
All three are fantastic players in their own right
but working together will only get easier the
more they play together.
This game will go down the wire like their last
few encounters.
Prediction: Macedon to get the upper hand in
this contest.

Wallan would have been disappointed to come
up short after leading against Melton Centrals
for the majority of the game. Diggers Rest
were once again very competitive against
Lancefield but again couldn’t quite get the
four points.
Alannah Judd had been a really good addition
to the A Grade this season. AJ reads the ball
well and is super athletic and will be a strong
player over the years.
For Diggers Rest it is the same contributors
each week in Leona Hristovska, Olivia Marris
and the coach Anica Scherer. Diggers Rest
need a few more contributors each week to
turn close losses into wins. 
Prediction: Wallan to record another win.








